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Essential Question:

»  How successful was Reconstruction in securing equality for African-
Americans?

Focus Questions:

s What were the causes and results of the Civil War?

= How did the Federal Government attempt to reconstruct the
South?

» Why did Presidential Reconstruction fail and Radical
Reconstruction take hold?

= How did the 13t 14th, and 15% amendments affect African-
Americans lives and cause a backlash in Southern society?

= What were the social, political and economic effects of
Reconstruction in the South?

= What were the main reasons for the defeat of Reconstruction
in the South?

= To what extent was Reconstruction an “Unfinished
Revolution™? _

» To what extent should the federal government play a role in
protecting the rights of African-Americans?

= How was_Jim Crow institutionalized by court decisions, state
Jaws, and extra-legal actions?
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The Growth of a Nation: The United States from 1789 -1865

1789 — 1820: A New Nation — Missouri Compromise

1820-1865: Westward Expansion — The Civil War
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Sum Up: What were the main causes of the Civil War?

How did the Civil War change the daily llves of Americans?

Individual How did their lives change? .
Groups
What Problems did the U.S. Face At the end of the Civil War°
Political:
Economic:
Technological:
Social:
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Foner, Eric. Give Me Liberty!: An American History. New York: W.W. Noxrton, 2005.
The War in American History

The Civil War laid the foundation for modern America, guaranteeing the
Union’s permanence, destroying slavery, and shifting power in the nation
from the South to the North (and, more specifically, from slave-owning
planters to northern capitalists). It dramatically increased the power of the
federal government and accelerated the modernization of the northern
econoiny. And it placed on the postwar agenda the challenge of defining and

protecting African-American freedom. ‘

Paradoxically, both sides lost something they had gone to war to defend.
Slavery was the cornerstone of the Confederacy, but the war led inexorably to
slavery’s destruction. In the North, the war hastened the transformation of
Lincoln’s America — the world of free labor, of the small shop and
independent farmer — into an industrial giant. Americans, in the words of the
abolitionist Wendall Phillips, would “never again . . . see the republic in

which we were born.” '

Here was the problefn that confronted the United States as the postwar era
known as Reconstruction began. “Verily,” as Fredrick Douglass declared,
“the work does not end with the abolition of slavery, but only begins.”
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. ew periods in the history of the United States have pro-
d ‘as much bitterness or created such enduring controversy as
ra of Reconstruction—the years following the Civil War when
éricans attempted to reunite their shattered nation. Those who
; hrough Reconstruction viewed it in sharply different ways.

and revenge on the prostrate South and unnecessarily
d a genuine reunion of the sections. Northern defenders of
onstruction, in contrast, argued that their policies were the only
o.“' keep unrepentant Confederates from restoring Southern
cty as it had been before the war; without forceful federal inter-
tion, it would be impossible to stop the re-emergence of a back-
d. aristocracy and the continued subjugation of former slaves;
vould be no way, in other words, to prevent the same sec-
_problems that had produced the Civil War in the first place.
most African Americans at the time, and to many people
races since, Reconstruction was notable for other reasons.

Ulysses S. Grant elected president

) Congress passes . Fifteenth Amendment -

st “redeemer” govemments elected in South
) }Last Southern statés readmitted to Union
“Enfomement acts” passed

2 l_abama claims settled -

ibefal Republicans defect

Grant reelected president

Commerscial and financial panic disrupts economy

815 b Specie Resumption Act passed
» “Whiskey ring” scandal discredits Grant administration

5 Rutherford B. Hayes elected president after disputed
election

Reeons‘tt‘uouon and the New South
Briney, Man. Avercan tistory @200/,

Neither a vicious tyranny, as white Southerners charged, nor a
thoroughgoing reform, as many Northerners claimed, it was, rather,
a small but important first step in the effort by former slaves to
secure civil rights and economic power. Reconstruction did not
provide African Americans with either the legal protections or the
material resources to assure them anything like real equality. And
when it came to an end, finally, in the late 1870s—as a result of
an economic crisis, a lack of political will in the North, and organ-
ized, at times violent, resistance by white Southerners—the freed
slaves found themselves abandoned by the federal government to
face a system of economic peonage and legal subordination alone.
For the remainder of the nineteenth century, those blacks who
continued to live in what came to be known as the New South
were unable effectively to resist oppression. And yet for all its
shortcomings, Reconstruction did help African Americans create
institutions and legal precedents that they carried with them into
the twentieth century and that became the basis for later efforts

to win freedom and equality.

» Last federal ttoops W1t11d1awn from South aftef
Compromise of 1877 ‘

) b LdSt Southem states “redeemed”
- 1879 b Read;uster win c ntrol of
"+ 1880, 0 Joel Chandler ‘Hatsis. pubhshes Undle Remus

1883 » Supreme ‘Court upholds segregation in prxvate
- institutions

18905 5" J1m Ciow” laws passed throughout South

gnu ‘ legxslature .

-} Lynchmgs mciease in South ‘ S ;
1895 § Booker T. Washington outlines Atlanta Compmnuse

1896 3 Plessy'v. Ferguson upholds “separate but equal”
racial facilities ’

1898 » Williams v. Mississippi validates literacy tests for
voting
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THE PROBLEMS OF PEACEMAKING

In 1865, as it became clear that the war was
almost over, no one in Washington knew quite what to
do. Abraham Lincoln could not negotiate a treaty with
the defeated government; he continued to insist that the
Confederate government had no legal right to exist. Yet
neither could he simply readmit the Southern states into
the Union as if nothing had happened.

The Aftermath of War and Emancipation

What happened to the South in the Civil War was a
catastrophe with no parallel in America’s experience as
a nation. Towns had been gutted,
plantations burned, fields neg-
lected, bridges and railroads destroyed. Many white
Southerners, stripped of their slaves through emancipa-
tion and stripped of the capital they had invested in now
worthless Confederate bonds and currency, had almost
no personal property. Many families had to rebuild their
fortunes without the help of adult males. Some white
Southerners faced starvation and homelessness.

The Devastated South

More than 258,000 Confederate soldiers had dieg in
the war—more than 20 percent of the adult white myja
population of the region; thousands more returpeq
home wounded or sick. Almost all surviving white South
erners had lost people close to them in the fighting, 4
cult of ritualized mourning developed throughout the
region in the late 1860s, particularly among Wh1te
women—many of whom wore mourning clothes (and”
jewelry) for two years or longer.
At the same time, white South-
erners began to romanticize the
“Lost Cause” and its leaders, and to look back nostalg;.
cally at the South as it had existed before the terrible
disruptions of war. Such Confederate heroes as Rober
E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson, and (later) Jefferson Dayis
were treated with extraordinary reverencé, almost gs -
religious figures. Communities throughout the South:
built elaborate monuments to their war dead in town:
squares. The tremendous sense of loss that pervaded the-
white South reinforced the determination of many’
whites to protect what remained of their now-vanished
world.

Myth of the “L0st

RICHMOND, 1865 By the time Union forces captured Richmond in early 1865, the Confederate capital had been under siege for months and much -
of the city lay in ruins, as this photograph reveals. On April 4, President Lincoln, accompanied by his son Tad, visited Richmond. As he walked
through the streets of the shattered city, hundreds of former slaves emerged from the rubble to watch him pass.“No triumphal march of 2
conqueror could have equalled in moral sublimity the humble manner in which he entered Richmond,” a black soldier serving with the Union arm}’
wrote, “It was a great deliverer among the delivered. No wonder tears came to his eyes” (Library of Congress)

6




AMONUMENT TO THE LOST CAUSE This monument in the town
square of Monroe, Georgia, was typical of many such memorials
erected all across the South after the Civil War. They served both to
commemorate the Confederate dead and to remind white southerners
of what was by the 1870s already widely known and romanticized as
the “Lost Cause.” (©Lee Snider/Corbis)

If conditions were bad for many Southern whites,
they were far worse for most Southern blacks—the 4
million men and women emerging from bondage. Some
of them had also seen service during the war—as ser-
‘vants to Confederate officers or as teamsters and labor-
¢rs for the Southern armies. Nearly 200,000 had fought
for the Union, and 38,000 had died. Others had worked
.38 spies or scouts for Union forces in the South. Many
more had flocked to the Union lines to escape slavery,
Even before Emancipation, thousands of slaves in many
-Parts of the South had taken advantage of wartime dis-
Tuptions to leave their owners dnd move off in search
of freedom. As soon as the war ended, hundreds of thou-
 Sands more former slaves—young and old, healthy and
Sick—left their plantations. But most had nowhere to go.
Many of them trudged to the nearest town or city,
foamed the countryside camping at night on the bare
~8ound, or gathered around Union occupation forces,
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hoping for assistance. Others spent months, even years,
searching for relatives from whom they had been sepa-
rated. Virtually none, of course, owned any land or prop-
erty. Most had no possessions except the clothes they
wore.

In 1865, in short, Southern society was in disarray.
Blacks and whites, men and women faced a future of
great uncertainty. Yet people of both races faced this
future with some very clear aspirations. For both blacks
and whites, Reconstruction became a struggle to define
the meaning of freedom. But the former slaves and the
defeated whites had very different conceptions of what
freedom meant. ‘

Competing Notions of Freedom

For African Americans, freedom meant above all an end
to slavery and to all the injustices and humiliation they
associated with it. But it also meant the acquisition of
rights and protections that would allow them to live as
free men and women in the same way white people did.
“If T cannot do like a white man,” one African-American
man told his former master, “I am not free” v

Blacks differed with one another on how to achieve
that freedom. Some demanded a redistribution of eco-
nomic resources, especially land, because, as a conven-
tion of Alabama freedmen put it
in a formal resolution, “The prop-
erty which they hold was neatly ,
all earned by the sweat of our brows.” Others asked sim-
ply for legal equality, confident that given the same
opportunities as white citizens they could advance suc-
cessfully in American society. But whatever their partic-
ular demands, virtually all former slaves were united in
their desire for independence from white control. Freed
from slavery, blacks throughout the South began almost
immediately to credte autonomous African-American
communities. They pulled out of white-controlled
churches and established their own. They created fra-
ternal, benevolent, and mutual aid societies. When they
could, they began their own schools.

For most white Southerners, freedom meant some-
thing very different. It meant the ability to control their
own destinies without interference from the North or
the federal government. And in the immediate aftermath
of the war, they attempted to exercise this version of
freedom by trying to restore their society to its antebel-
lum form. Slavery had been abolished in the former Con-
federacy by the Emancipation Proclamation, and every-
where else (as of December 1865) by the Thirteenth
Amendment. But many white planters wanted to con-
tinue slavery in an altered form by keeping black work-
ers legally tied to the plantations. When these white
Southerners fought for what they considered freedom,
they were fighting above all to preserve local and
re%ional autonomy and white supremacy.

Freedom for the
Ex-slaves

|
:
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A FREEDMANS’ BUREAU SCHOOL African-American students and
teachers stand outside a school for former slaves, one of many run by
the Freedman’s Bureau throughout the defeated Confederacy in the
first years after the war. (U.S. Military History Institute, Carlisle,
Pennsylvania. Photo by Jim Enos)

The federal government kept troops in the South after
the war to preserve order and protect the freedmen. In
March 1865, Congress estab-
lished the Freedmen’s Bureau, an
agency of the army directed by
General Oliver O. Howard. The Freedmen’s Bureau dis-
tributed food to millions of former slaves. It established
schools staffed by missionaries and teachers who had been
sent to the South by Freedmen’s Aid Societies and other
private and church groups in the North. It made modest
efforts to settle blacks on lands of their own. (The
bureau also offered considerable assistance to poor
whites, many of whom were similarly destitute and
homeless after the war.) But the Freedmen’s Bureau was
not a permanent solution. It had authority to operate for
only one year; and in any case it was far too small to
deal effectively with the enormous problems facing
southern society. By the time the war ended, other
proposals for reconstructing the defeated South were

The Freedman’s
Bureau

emerging.

Issues of Reconstruction

The terms by which the southern states rejoined the
Union had important implications for both major polit-
ical parties. The Republican victories in 1860 and 1864
had been a result in large part of the division of the
Democratic Party and, later, the removal of the South

from the electorate, Readmitting the South, led@ers of

_ Reconstruction—disagreement that reflected the same

both parties believed, would reunite the Democrats and
weaken the Republicans. In addition, the Republican
Party had taken advantage of the South’s absence from
Congress to pass a program of nationalistic economic
legistation—railroad subsidies, protective tariffs, bank-
ing and cutrency reforms, and other measures to ben-
efit northern business leaders and industrialists. Should
the Democratic Party regain power with heavy south-
ern support, these programs would be in jeopardy,
Complicating these practical questions were emotional
concerns. Many northerners believed the South should
be punished in some way for the suffering and sacri-
fice its rebellion had caused. Many northerners
believed, too, that the South should be transformed,
made over in the North’s urbanized image—its sup-
posedly backward, feudal, undemocratic society civi-
tized and modernized.

Even among the Republicans in Congress, there was
considerable disagreement about the proper approach to’

factional division that had created disputes over emanr
cipation during the war. Conser-
vatives insisted that the South
accept the abolition of slavery,
but proposed few other conditions for the readmissio
of the seceded states. The Radicals, led by Represent
tive Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania and Senatc
Charles Sumner of Massachusetts, urged that the civ
and military leaders of the Confederacy be punishe
that large numbers of Southern whites be disenfra
chised, that the legal rights of blacks be protected, and th:
- the property of wealthy white Southerners who had aid
the Confederacy be confiscated and distributed among th
freedmen. Some Radicals favored granting suffrage tot
former slaves. Others hesitated, since few Northe
states permitted blacks to vote. Between the Radicals
and the Conservatives stood a faction of uncommitt
Republicans, the Moderates, who rejected the pupl!
goals of the Radicals but supported extracting at le
some concessions from the South on black rights.

Conservative ¢
Radical Republic:

Plans for Reconstruction

President Lincoln’s sympathies lay with the Mode
and Conservatives of his party. He believed that 2 lef
Reconstruction policy would encourage southernt
ists and other former Whigs to join the Republica
and would thus prevent the readmission of the
from strengthening the Democrats. More imme
the southern unionists could become the pucle
new, loyal state governments in the South. 10t
not uninterested in the fate of the freedmetl, but. 2
willing to defer questions about their futtfe for the
of rapid reunification.

Lincoln’s Reconstruction plan, which be ant
in December 1863, offered a general amﬂesqi !




southerners—other than high

officials of the Confederacy—
who would pledge loyalty to the government and accept
the elimination of slavery. Whenever 10 percent of the
aumber of voters in 1860 took the oath in any state, those
loyal voters could set up a state government. Lincoln also
hoped to extend suffrage to those blacks who were edu-
cated, owned property, and had served in the Union army.
Three southern states—Louisiana, Arkansas, and Tennessee,
all under Union occupation—reestablished loyal govern-
ments under the Lincoln formula in 1864.

The Radical Republicans were astonished at the mild-
ness of Lincoln’s program. They persuaded Congress to
deny. seats to representatives from the three “recon-

¢ gtructed” states and refused to count the electoral vote
of those states in the election of 1864. But for the
L moment, the Radicals were uncertain about what form
their own Reconstruction plan
should take. Their first effort to
resolve that question was the Wade-Davis Bill, passed by
Cpngress in July 1864. It authorized the president to
appoint a provisional governor for each conquered state.
When a majority (not Lincoln’s 10 percent) of the white
nales of the state pledged their allegiance to the Union,
the governor could summon a state constitutional con-
ention, whose delegates were to be elected by those
tio would swear (through the so-called Ironclad Oath)
at they had never borne arms against the United
tates—another departure from Lincoln’s plan. The new
ate constitutions would have to abolish slavery, dis-
nchise Confederate civil and military leaders, and
udiate debts accumulated by the state governments
g the wat. After a state had met these conditions,
gress would readmit it to the Union. Like the presi-
s proposal, the Wade-Davis Bill left up to the states
question of political rights for blacks. -Congress
d the bill a few days before it adjourned in 1864,
ficoln disposed of it with a pocket veto. His action
d the Radical leaders, and the pragmatic Lincoln
le convinced he would have to accept at least
of the Radical demands. He began to move toward
pproach to Reconstructionn.

f[_‘incoln 's 10% Plan

de-Davis Bill

eath of Lincoln

an he might have produced no one can say. On
ght of April 14, 1865, Lincoln and his wife attended
0rd’s Theater in Washington. As they sat in the
1al box, John Wilkes Booth, a member of a dis-
4 family of actors and a man obsessed with aid-
Outhern cause, entered the box from the rear
coln in the head. The president was carried
10 a house across the street, where early
?ing, surrounded by family, friends, and polit-
s (among them a tearful Charles Sumner),

Ous
mor

RECONSTRUCTION AND THE NEW SOUTH 405

ABRAHAM LINCOLN This haunting photograph of Abraliam Lincoln,
showing clearly the weariness and aging that four years as a war
president had created, was taken in Washington only four days before
his assassination in 1865. (Library of Congress)

The circumstances of Lincoln’s death earned him
immediate martyrdom. It also produced something close
to hysteria throughout the North. There were accusa-
tions that Booth had acted as part of a great conspiracy—
accusations that contained some truth. Booth did indeed
have associates, one of whom shot and wounded Secre-
tary of State Seward the night of the assassination,
another of whom abandoned at the last moment a
scheme to murder Vice President Johnson. Booth himself
escaped on horseback into the Virginia countryside,
where, on April 26, he was cornered by Union troops
and shot to death in a blazing barn. A military tribunal
convicted eight other people of participating in the con-
spiracy (at least two of them on the basis of virtually no
evidence). Four were hanged.

To many Northerners, however, the murder of the pres-
ident seemed evidence of an even greater conspiracy—
one masterminded and directed by the unrepentant lead-
ers of the defeated South. Militant Republicans exploited
such suspicions relentlessly for months, ensuring that
Lincoln’s death would help doom his plans for a rela-
tively easy peace. ‘

Johnson and “Restoration”

Leadership of the Moderates and Conservatives fell to
Linco®’s successor, Andrew Johnson, who was not
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well suited, either by circumstance or personality, for
the task. A Democrat until he had joined the Union
ticket with Lincoln in 1864, he became a Republican
president at a moment when partisan passions were
growing. Johnson himself was
an intemperate and tactiess man,
‘ filled with resentments and
insecurities. He was also openly hostile to the freed
slaves and unwilling to support any plans that guaran-
teed them. civil equality or enfranchisement. He
once declared, “White men alone must manage the
South.”

Johnson revealed his plan for Reconstruction—or
«Restoration,” as he preferred to call it—soon after he
took office, and he implemented it during the summer
of 1865 when Congress was in recess. Like Lincoln, he
offered amnesty to those Southerners who would take
an oath of allegiahce. (High-ranking Confederate offi-
cials and any white Southerner with land worth
$20,000 or more would have to apply to the president
for individual pardons. Johnson, a self-made man, appar-
ently liked the thought of the great planter aristocrats
humbling themselves before him.) In most other
respects, however, his plan resembled that of the Wade-
Davis Bill. For each state, the president appointed a pro-
visional governor, who was to invite qualified voters to
elect delegates to 4 constitutional convention. Johnson
did not specify how many qualified voters were nec-
essary, but he implied that he would require a majority
(as had the Wade-Davis Bill). In order to win readmis-
sion to Congress, a state had to revoke its ordinance of
secession, abolish slavery, ratify the Thirteenth Amendment,
and repudiate the Confederate and state war debts. The
final procedure before restoration was for a state -to
elect a state government and send representatives to
Congress.

By the end of 1865, all the seceded states had formed
new governments——sbme under Lincoln’s plan, some
under Johnson’s—and were prepared to rejoin the
Union as soon as Congress recognized them. But Radical
Republicans vowed not to recognize the Johnson gov-
ernments, just as they had previously refused to recog-

) nize the Lincoln regimes; for by

E{g;:‘jgim Attitudes now, northern opinion had
become more hostile toward the

South than it bad been a year earlier when Congress
passed the Wade-Davis Bill. Many northerners were dis-
turbed by the apparent reluctance of some delegates to
the southern conventions to abolish slavery, and by the
refusal of all the conventions to grant suffrage to any
blacks. They were astounded that states claiming to be

Andrew Johnson’s
Personality

" “Joyal” should elect prominent leaders of the recent Con-
- federacy as state officials and representatives to Congress.

Particularly hard to accept was Georgia’'s choice of
Alexander H. Stephens, former Confederate vice presi-
dent, as a United States senator. 10

RADICAL RECONSTRUCTION

Reconstruction under Johnson's plan—often
known as “presidential Reconstruction” —continued only
until Congress reconvened in December 1865. At that
point, Congress refused to seat the representatives of the
«restored” states and created a new Joint Committee on
Reconstruction to frame a Reconstruction policy of its
own. The period of “congressional” or “Radical” Recon.
struction had begun.

The Black Codes

Meanwhile, events in the South were driving Northern
opinion in even more radical directions. Throughout the
South in 1865 and early 1866, state legislatures were
enacting sets of laws known as the Black Codes,
designed to give whites substantial control over the fos-
mer slaves. The codes authorized local officials to appre-
hend unemployed blacks, fine them for vagrancy, and
hire them out to private employers to satisfy the fine,
Some of the codes forbade blacks to own or lease farms
or to take any jobs other than as plantation workers or
domestic servants.

Congress first responded to the Black Codes by pass-
ing an act extending the life of the Freedmen’s Bureau
and widening its powers so that
it could nullify work agreements
forced on freedmen under the Black Codes. Then, in
April 1866, Congress passed the first Civil Rights Act,
which declared blacks to be citizens of the United States
and gave the federal government power to intervene in
state affairs to protect the rights of citizens. Johnson

~ vetoed both bills, but Congress overrode him on each

of them.

The Fourteenth Amendment

In April 1866, the Joint Committee on Reconstruction
proposed a new amendment to the Constitution, which
Congress approved in early summer and sent to the
states for ratification. Eventually, it became one of the
most important of all the provisions in the Constitution.

The Fourteenth Amendment offered the first consti-
tutional definition of American citizenship. Everyonc
born in the United States, and everyone naturalized, Was
automatically a citizen and entitled to all the “privileges
and immunities” guaranteed by
the Constitution, including equal
protection of the laws by both the state and national
governments. There could be no other requirements for
citizenship. The amendment also imposed penalties—
reduction of representation in Conggess and in the elec
toral college—on states that denied suffrage to any adult
male inhabitants. (The wording reflected the prevailiﬂg
view in Congress and elsewhere that the franchise was
properly restricted to men.) Finally, it prohibited forme!

Citizenship for Blafé.tfi
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s RACE RIOT, 1866 Angry whites (shown here
5w blacks) rampaged through the black neighborhoods of
essee, during the first three days of May 1866, burning

Is; and churches and leaving forty-six people dead. Some
& rlot was a response to strict new regulations protecting

1d been imposed on Tennessee by General George '
“he military commander of the district; others argued that it
attempt by whites to intimidate and control an African-
i ation that was trying to exercise its new freedom. Such
mong the events that persuaded Radical Republicans in
press for a harsher policy of Reconstruction. (The Granger

aided the Confederacy from holding any state
ffice unless two-thirds of Congress voted to
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Congressional Radicals offered to readmit to the
Union any state whose legislature ratified the Fourteenth
Amendment. Only Tennessee did so. All the other former
Confederate states, along with Delaware and Kentucky,
refused, leaving the amendment temporarily without the
necessary approval of three-fourths of the states.

But by now, the Radicals were growing more confi-
dent and determined. Bloody race riots in New Orleans
and other Southern cities—riots in which African
Americans were the principal victims—were among
the events that strengthened their hand. In the 1866
congressional elections, Johnson actively campaigned
for Conservative candidates, but he did his own cause
more harm than good with his intemperate speeches.
The voters returned an overwhelming majority of
Republicans, most of them Radicals, to Congress. In the
Senate, there were now 42 Republicans to 11 Democrats;
in the House, 143 Republicans to 49 Democrats. (The
South remained largely unrepresented in both cham-
bers.) Congressional Republicans were now strong
enough to enact a plan of their own even over the pres-
ident’s objections.

The Congressional Plan

The Radicals passed three Reconstruction bills early in
1867 and overrode Johnson’s ,
vetoes of all of them. These bills Three Re°°“5tr”°§ffﬂ
finally established, nearly two

years after the end of the war, a coherent plan for
Reconstruction.

gANb!?TZENs (T0 THE POLLS) The artist T. W. Wood painted this watercolor of voters standing in line at the polls during the 1866

T0sperous Yankee, a working-class Irishman, and a Dutch coach driver stand next to the newest addition to the American electorate: an
a0, whose expression conveys his excitement at being able to join the community of voters. Wood meant this painting to celebrate
tic character of American life after the Civil War. (I. W. Wood drt Gallery, Vermont College, Montpelier)
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RECONSTRUCTION, 1866-1877 T his map shows the former Confederate states and provides the dates when each was readmitted to the Unjon as
well as 2 subsequent date when each state managed to return political power to traditional white, conservative elites-—a process white southerners
likked to call “redemption” - What bad to bappen for a state to be readmitted 0 the Union? What bad to bappen before a state could

experience “redemption”?

Under the congressional plan, Tennessee, which had
ratified the Fourteenth Amendment, was promptly
readmitted. But Congress rejected the Lincoln-Johnson
governments of the other ten Confederate states and,
instead, combined those states into five military districts.
A military comumander governed each district and had
orders to register qualified voters (defined as all aduit black
males and those white males who had not participated in
the rebellion). Once registered, voters would elect con-
ventions to prepare new state constitutions, which had to
include provisions for black suffrage. Once voters ratified
the new constitutions, they could elect state governments.
Congress had to approve a state’s constitution, and the
state legislature had to ratify the Fourteenth Amendment.
Once that happened, and once enough states ratified the
amendment to make it part of the Constitution, then the
former Confederate states could be restored to the Union.

By 1868, seven of the ten former Confederate states
(Arkansas, North Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana,
Alabama, Georgia, and Florida) had fulfilled these condi-
tions (including ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment,
which now became part of the Constitution) Qld were

"veadmitted to the Union. Conservative whites held up
the return of Virginia and Texas until 1869 and Mississippi
until 1870. By then, Congress had added an additional
requirement for readmission—ratification of another cob-
stitutiona! amendment, the Fif- '
teenth, which forbade the states
and the federal government to deny suffrage to any citi-
zen on account of “race, color, or previous condition of
servitude.

To stop the president from interfering with theif
plans, the congressional Radicals passed two remarkable
laws of dubious constitutionality in 1867. One, the
Tenure of Office Act, forbade the president to remove
civil officials, including members of his own cabinet,
without the consent of the Senate. The principal puf
pose of the law was to protect the job of Secretary of
War Edwin M. Stanton, who was cooperating with the
Radicals. The other law, the Command of the Army Act
prohibited the president from issuing military ordet’
except through the commanding general of the ar®
(General Grant), who could not be relieved or assigne!
elsewhere without the consent of the Senate.

Fifteenth Amendm
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The congressional Radicals also took action to stop the
apreme Court from interfering with their plans. In 1866,
the Court had declared in the case of Ex parte Milligan
{hat military tribunals were unconstitutional in places
where civil courts were functioning, a decision that
cemed to threaten the system of military government
he Radicals were planning for the South. Radicals in
mmediately proposed several bills that would
-thirds of the justices to support any decision
overruling a law of Congress, would deny the Court juris-
“ diction in Reconstruction cases, would reduce its men
bership to three, and would even abolish it. The justices
apparently took notice. Over the next two years, the
Court refused to accept jurisdiction in any cases involv-
ing Reconstruction (and the congressional bills con-

cerning the Court never passed).

Congress i

The Impeachment of the President

Ppresident Johnson had long since ceased to be a serious
obstacle to the passage of Radical legislation, but he was
still the official charged with administering the Recon-
struction programs. As such, the Radicals believed, he
‘remained a serious impediment to their plans. Early in
1867, they began looking for a way to impeach him and
remove him from office. Republicans found them, they
believed, when Johnson dismissed Secretary of War Stan-
“ton despite Congress’s refusal to agree, thus deliberately
. violating the Tenure of Office
oare of Office Act Act in hopes of testing the law
before the courts. Flated Radicals in the House quickly
impeached the president and sent the case to the Senate
for trial.

The trial before the Senate lasted throughout April
“and May 1868. The Radicals put heavy pressure on all
 the Republican senators, but the Moderates (who wete
. losing faith in the Radical pro-
_ Hon Acquitted gram) vacillated. On the If21rst
* three charges to come to a vote, seven Republicans
" joined the Democrats and independents to support
© acquittal. The vote was 35 to 19, one short of the con
stitutionally required two-thirds majority. After that, the
Radicals dropped the impeachment effort.

|

on the rights of citizens.
their defenders conr

RECONSTRUCTION AND THE NEW SOUTH

409

1ts of citizenship—a failure that resulted in a hayg "

lack majorities among
ississippi, and Louisiana
a majority of the popu-

THE BURDENED SOUTH This Reconstruction-era cartoon expresses
the South’s sense of its oppression at the hands of Northern
Republicans. President Grant (whose hat bears Abraham Lincoln’s
initials) rides in comfort in a giant carpetbag, guarded by bayonet-
wielding soldiers, as the South staggers under the burden in chains.
More evidence of destruction and military occupations Is visible in the
Jiagground. (Culver Pictures, Inc.)
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2. Louisiana Black Codes Reinstate
Provisions of the Slave Era, 1865

SECTION 1. Be it therefore ordained by the board of police of the town of
Opelousas, That no negro or freedman shall be allowed to come within the limits
of the town of Opelousas without special permission from his employers, speci-
fying the object of his visit and the time necessary for the accomplishment of
the same. .

SECTION 2. Be it further ordained, That every negro freedman who shall be
found on the streets of Opelousas after 10 o’clock at night without a written pass or
permit from his employer shall be imprisoned and compelled to work five days on
the public streets, or pay a fine of five dollars. :

SECTION 3. No negro or freedman shall be permitted to rent or keep a house
within the limits of the town under any circumstances, and any one thus offending
shall be ejected and compelled to find an employer or leave the town within twenty-
four hours. .

mmoﬂoz A No negro or freedman shall reside within the limits of the town of
Opelousas who is not in the regular service ‘of some white person or former owner,
who shall be held responsible for the conduct of said freedman. . ‘

SECTION 5. No public meetings or congregations of negroes or freedmen
shall be allowed within the limits of the town of Opelousas under any circum-
stances or for any purpose without the permission of the mayor or president of the
‘board. .

SECTION 6. No negro or freedman shall be permitted to preach, exhort, or other-
wise declaim to congregations of colored @mow_o without a special permission from
the mayor or president of the board of police. .

SECTION 7. No freedman who is not in the BEEQ service shall be alléwed to
carry firearms, or any kind of weapons, within the limits of the town of Opelousas
without the special permission of his employer, in writing, and approved by the
mayor or president of the board of police. . .

SECTION 8. No freedman shall sell, barter, or exchange any articles of merchan-
dise or traffic within the limits of Opelousas withott permission in writing from
his employer or the mayor or president of the board. .

SECTION 9. Any freedman found drunk within the fimits of the town shall be

imprisoned and made to labor five days on the w:go streets, or pay five dollars in

lieu of said labor.

Condition of t'  uth, Senate Executive Document No. 2, 39 Cong., 1 Sess., pp. 92-93.

DELULIDL ULLLUML, LOV—LO /s /

SecTION 10. Any freedman not residing in Opelousas who shall be foun

_ within the corporate limits after the hour of 3 p.m. 6n Sunday without a speci:

permission from his employer or the mayor shall be mﬂwﬁoa and imprisoned an
made to work. .

SECTION : EH the onwmoEm provisions apply 8 freedmen and freedwomer
or both sexes.

E.D. ESTILLETTI
President of the Board of Polic:
JOS. D. RICHARDS, Cleri

Official copy:
J.LOVELI
Captain and Assistant Adjutant Genera

t

-

3. President Andrew Johnson Denounces nrmbmmm
in His Program of Reconstruction, 1868

It is manifestly and avowedly the object of these laws to confer upon negroes th
privilege of voting and to disfranchise such a number of white citizens as will giv
the former a clear majority at all elections in the Southern States. This, to the mind
of some persons, is so important that a violation of the Constitution is justified as
means of bringing it about. The morality is always false which excuses a wrong be
cause it proposes to accomplish a desirable end. We are not permitted togo evi
that good may come. But in this case the end itself is evil, as well as the means. Th
subjugation of the States to negro dormination would be worse than the militar
despotism under which they are now suffering. It was believed beforehand that thi
people would endure any amount of military oppression for any length of tim
rather than degrade themselves by subjection to the negro race. Therefore they have
been left without a choice. Negro suffrage was established by act of Congress, anc
the military officers were commanded to superintend the process of clothing thy
negro race with the political privileges torn from white men.

The blacks in the South are entitled to be well and humanely governed, and tc
have the protection of just laws for all their rights of person and property. If it wert

* practicable at this time to give them a Government exclusively their own, unde

which they might manage their own affairs in their own way, it would become
grave question whether we ought to do so, or whethér common humanity woulc
not require us to save them from themselves. But under the circumstances this is onls
a speculative point. It is not proposed merely that they shall govern themselves, bu
that they shall rule the white race, make and administer State laws, elect President:
and members of Congress, and shape to a greater or less extent the future destiny
of the whole country. Would such a trust and power be safe in such hands?

Andrew Johnson, “Third >EE& Message,” December u 1867, in A Compilation &ngm%am& and Paper:
of the Presidents, 1789-1897, ed. James D. Richardson (Washington, D.C.: Bu~- " of National Literature
and Art, 1899), Vol. VI, pp. 564-565.



@adical Republicans President Johnson
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: - 'John;gn seems to be r "Restoration”
conciliatory ' o

Congress
refuses to allow
new delegates
to enter House

Congress passes Civil Rights Bill r ‘ '
and Freedmen's Bureau Bill with Johnson vetoes:

overwhelming support

Congress overrules
‘Johnson's veto

Johnson vetoes b/c passed
Congress proposes 14th Amendment| ‘ > in a Congress from which
) Southern states were
excluded
Congress overrules
Johnson's veto

worked against Rep. Out west,

election of 1866--midterm '
| - - >

Reconstruction Act of 1867, [ > vetoed, but Congress overrides and it
against J's express wishes gives J a lot of power b/c Act rested
’ on military power--J is Commander-in-

Chief

Congress curtails military
power; J must pass all
decisions through General
of army

Tenure of Office Act: can only —
remove appointed positions
with Senate approval

> Johnson removes Sec. Of State Stanton

Senate Impeaches Johnson
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Reconstruction Amendments in Your Own Words

AMENDMENT XIII

AMENDMENT XIV

AMENDMENT XV

20
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History has lifted no chief of state to a more exalted emineng
sixteenth President of the United States. Men have come to \(: SRR
mcomparable exemplar of selfless leadership, as much spirityaf '
“essence. He sits there in Washmoton stﬂl like God Himself in J\;Zlg:;eiﬁl;;m all
us

——— - y—-d-ﬂ i)

jconograpny asae, Abraham meoln was a man of his tlme and place anﬁ
. . gtation. He wasnot a passionate fr eedom fighter or a believerin the ethty of all’
men of all races. Lincoln’s own words belie his latter-day reputation. In h1s geries
of seven stump debates with Stephen- Douglas for the latter’s senatorial 'seat in
1858 the tall man won much applause for declaring his unequivocal opposition to
social and potitical equality for blacks. He did not approve of their voting. Or
holding office. Or serving on juries. O, 0 be sure, marrying whites. He favored
then' ultimate resettlernent back in Africa, but s long as they remained in America
_there must be the position of supetior and inferior, and I as much as 'tny other
'man am in favor of having the supenor posmon assigned to the white race.” In the
4 White House, he held fo his views. He fold a delegation of visiting free biack lead-
ers that in, his Judgment most white Amencans did not want the black man t0
: remam on thelr “h6tes-His opposition:] 1o slavery and its cruelties was firm, but he
" care into the pre31dency emphasizing that he had no wish to end the pracuce
'where it prevaﬂed——only to prevent its spread. His entire purpose was to preserve :
the Umon ‘But the South- was unified and militant, the North divided and uncer--.
tain. Lincoln was 2 minority President, a nobody-much from out of the West, and
homely as gin. A fratricidal war to keep the long-sparring halves of the country
together was beyond the endurance of a badly splmtered clectorate, the South.
;.assumed Preservatlon of the Union was simply too abstract a ‘ground to fight
‘upon, and 50'it would be a swift and successful rebelhon after Wthh the Confed—
_ eracy and the Union might deal with one another as equals
- But it soon pecame clear that it would not be a short contest. The South had a
m1ss1on ‘and better g crenerals The North had far more people and money meoln ]
‘moderate pos1t10n on the aims of the war gave way as the frhastly killing ‘mounted..
Smce, at bottom, the black man was the issue, he’ would have to be freed if a-war -
of this magmtude were to be morally Jusuﬁed Lincoln pr oposed a constttuuonal
amendment to accomphsh the task. It:provided for gradual, voluntary ernanmpa—
tion, culmmatxng no later than the year 1900. The sla veholdmg states would
administer the process themse 1ves and the feder al govemment would cooperate
in re1mbursmg slaveholders -for the 10ss of their mortal property and in helpmg
colonize the freed slaves. But the country was moving sw1ft1y to afar mo1e radical
V1ew of the issue. ‘Lincoln’s amendment was not senously entertamed by Con-
. gress. He could not hold the antt—slavery forces in check. Men's passtons rose with
the body count The war had passed ‘the stage of a ‘police a actton The next step
would move | the 31des beyond any hope of reconciliation.

. He delayed it as long as.he could He twice overruled, ﬁeld commanders who .
had issued edicts of abolition in. their war zones. He pondered the obviously trou-
bling miatter of constitutional authorlty for the step. The Constitution had left the
lawfulness of slavery up fo the separate stafes. The only 1e<ra1 crlound Lincoln
could plausﬁ)ly stand on in.issuing the Emancipation Pr oclamation was that of

-
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war- emergency power in his role as commander-in- ~chief, and 8o he used it on the
:(ﬁrst day of the year 1863 Technically, it i§ true, it did ‘hot free' anybody within
'L1ncoln s territorial command. It applied only to those slaves in rebel states,
'excludmg parts of Virginia and Louisiana then under Union control. It did not
mentton the rest of the Union, for there would have been no military justification
for such a, step But it did confirm what was happening on. the battlefield: it for-
mally 1nv1ted freed slaves 1o join the Union army——a step they had taken right

B by e b e b B T

. Emanc1p"ttron ag.a wa,r measure only would not suffice, 'md for the better part
of the next two, years Congress debated the wordtng and 1rnphcat10ns of a consti-
tutronal amendment to free the slaves. forever What, rtghts were o be enjoyed by
the freedmenV Were they to become citizens like any other desplte their obvious
d1sab1ht1es" Was there perhaps some mtermedtate stage of cttlzensh1p through
whlch the black people. ought to gvolve? From the language of the Thirteenth
Amendment as finally proposed by resolunon of Congress on the last day of Janu- -
ary 1865 such questlons seem nof, to have been confronted: -

y 'SEGTION 1. N elther slavery nor 1nvoluntary servrtude except as a pumsh-
ment for crime ‘whereof the party shall have been duly conv1cted shall exist
'w1th1n the Umted States or any ‘place subject to thetr JllrlSdlCthl’l

'SECTION 2. Congress shall have power 6 enforce this art1cle by appropn-
ate lectslatton

' ln fact the sweep of the amendrnent had been debated endlessly, and the pre-
.calhncr view was that by emanmpatlon, every freed black man would stand equal
before the law with every white one——except in the matter of voting. Even the

Nmost radloaliof the Repubhcans and abohtronlsts not excludmg Horace Greeley
and William Lloyd Garnson, were not w1lhng to go that far By the second section
of the amendment Congress was empowered to take acttve steps agamst any state
that perpetuated the practlce of slavery or the depnvatron of nghts resultmg from
- 1t Opponents of the amendment were left shaken by the very sweep of the mea:
stie. It would revolutlomze ‘the Constltutlon, not amend it, they said, It was® a‘f
wholesale, unwarrantable 1nvas1on of the nghts of the states and a grievous exten-“
sion of the power of the central govemrnent beyond any bounds ever envisioned
for it. The entire ‘federal compact was unpenled by the step Yet it passed Con-
gress overwhelmmgly and was ratified within ten months by twenty- seven states,
: The niceties of the thus redefined federal compact were dwarfed by the enormity
of the conflict just ended. And so the law of the land, seventy erght years after it
- was first drawn, now held that the black man was ﬁve—ﬁfths of a human being.
Beyond that, the language itself did not go, whatever the framers and opponents of
the new amendment chose to read into it in the early months of 1865. -
-}
Ranged against those few words on' paper were two centuries of custom. The -
black man was clearly going to need help to make his freedom a fact as well as a

22
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right. He could scarcely look for that help from the people who had subjugated
Jhim, and so he looked North; and to the Yankee troops in his midst.
" Soon after passing the Thirteenth Amendment, Congress took the first step. It
was a modest one, given the size of the problem presented by the sudden casting
adrift of four million black souls with very few pennies to their names. It was a
‘new creature of the War Department, and- its manifold functions were reflected in
its inelegant name: The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands—
for shoit, the Freedmen’s Bureaw. Upon it was heaped an unimaginable number of
- chores: provision of food, clothing, and medical care for refugees both white and
_black; their resettlement on abandoned or confiscated lands where available; over-
" seeing the transition of freedmen to the status of workingmen with full contractual
. rights in dealing with landlords; and the establishment of schools to achieve at
Jeast marginal literacy as rapidly and as widely as possible. The bureau was given
one year to function after the war ended and very meager funding. But it was a
" gtart, at least—a place for the bewildered freedman to turn. A month after the bill
" was enacted, Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox. Five days later, Abraham
"Lincoln was dead. The fate of the black man’s transition from slavery to liberty
now passed into the hands of a man from Tenriessee who, it turned out, did not
much favor it. »

Andrew Johnson, a spiritual and political descendant of Andrew Jackson,
‘hated slavery more for what it had done to the poor-whites of the South than to
those in actual bondage. He had favored the war because, frankly, it had “freed
more whites than blacks.” An avowed foe of the planters, the new President never-
theless soon showed himself to be an easy mark for the fallen masters of the Con-
.federacy. To regain admission to the Union and its seats in Congress, each state of
the late Confederacy was obliged only to summon a constitutional convention—tg ‘
qualify as a participant one had merely to take a non-blood oath of allegiance to
“the Union or to have been formally pardoned by the President—that would repeal
its acts of secession, repudiate the Confederate debt, and abolish slavery in con-
formity with the Thirteenth Amendment. The planters and other scarcely remorse-
ful Confederates who quickly took command of the new governments saw that
this piddling business was disposed of in a fashion that ranged from perfunctory to
_occasionally outright defiant (South Carolina, for example, refused to repudiate
the Coiifederate debt). By December of 1865, Andrew Johnson reported to Con-
gress that his plan for reconstruction had been accomplished. Congress listened to
the President, reviewed reports to it by investigators it had sent South, and con-
cluded that neither the President nor the former Confederate States of America
understood what the war had been all about and who had won it.

Aside from abohshmg slavery, the South would voluntarily make no provi- -
sion at all for the African Armerican, His liberation had cost the plantocracy
between two and three billion dollars, using the pre-war auction-block price per
head as the basis for calculation. That was a great deal of value to lose overnight.
The very sight of a former slave was reminder to his former owner that the world
had changed drastically. Those proud heads born to command had been made to
bend. They did not like the sensation. Whites of all classes viewed any deviation

.
!
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_pre-civil war eroes
from the antébellum fashion of subservience as a display of 1mpudence by the
black man and did not hesitate to beat him for it. He was,.after all, no longer the
property of a white man. The journalist Carl Schurz reporte’ back to the Sepate:

| ) Wherever I go——the street; the shop, the house;the:hotel,
hear the people talk ‘in such a way as'to mdlca,
conceive of the Negro as possessmg any rights at
do not deem murder; to debauch a Negro' woma Yy do not think fornica-
tion; to take the ploperty away from a Negro, “not consider robbery.
The people boast that when they get freedmen’s affa‘us in Lherr own hands, tc '

»Or the steamboat—1]
ey are yet unable tc
. Tokill a Negro, they

The reason of .all this is simple and manrfes

blacks their property by natural right, and hOWev'

" individial telations of masters-and, slaves ha
have dn mgramed feehng that the blaoks at larg

he whites esteem the
1uch they admit that the
estroyed . . . they still
elong to the whites at large.

he states reconstructed
other form of participa-
:Vernments make provi-
ng view was that a little
e were not available to till

.., State policy followed prrvate conviction. Non
under the J. ohnson plan gave the freediian the VOt:
tion in the, civie life of h1s s’fate Nor did ny of the
sions for. the education of the freedman "The
learning would spoil a black man for hard work ar
the fields, it was notreadily, apparent Who would b
*  Beyond such sins of onﬁssion,,tlre s_o—ca]led
"d1sp1ayed their active truculence by i Imposing a'

' the movertietit and behavior.of their former slave

o desroned 16 fasten ‘the African' American; to 1

. resoape To seek mdre'dtiractive work terms; a fre
1o leave h1s old plantat1on i seareh of d new a

80, he Was hable to charges of ‘vagrancy and a fir

landholder, who could then command the’ a]lege

onstructed states of the Sonth
ghtly restrictive laws-ofi -
hese Black Codes were
‘misfortune he soy/ . tc
would of course have Aad
nt, but the momenit he did
fine might be paid by any
agrant’s services—a form, tha
ffective Thirteenth Amend-
ment. In Florida, any black man fallmg to fulﬁll his rhployment contract or whe
was impudent to the owner of the 1and e 'WOI‘k d: subject to being declared.z
vdgrant and punished, accordin gly In Loulslan k laborer had to enter-intt
© a written contract within the first ten days of the'year and, having done so, “shall
; ‘not ‘be ‘allowed to leave his place of employmen “until the fulfillment of his con: .
“tract, unless by consent of his employer .., and’ if they do so leave, without caus
_or penmss1on, they shall forfeit all wages earned to the time of abandonment!
M1331ss1pp1 sunply re-enactéd its old slive co "n_ masse. And South Carolina
as usual, set the standard of vehemence for the South, No “person of color” wat
permitted to enter and reside in the state unless e posted a bond within twenty
days of amvmg, guaranteed by two Whlte property owners, for $1,000 “condi
tioned for his good behavror, and for hrs SUppo ny black who wished to wofl
in‘the ‘state at an occupatlon other than farmer ot servant had to be especially




Ticensed, had to prove his or her fitness for the work, and pay an annual tax rang-
ing from $10 to $100, To do farin work, a black in South Carolina had to have a
written contract, attested to by white witnesses; failure to obtain one before com-
mencing to work was a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of from §5 10 $50. Con-
tracting blacks were known as “servants” and the contractors as “masters.” Labor
was from sunrise o sunset; servants were to be quiet and orderly and to go to bed
at a reasonable time, Masters might discharge servants for disobedience, drunken-
ness, disease, .or any of a number of other reasons, none requiring corroboration.
A master could command a servant to aid him in defense of his own person,
family, or property. The right to sell farm products “without having written evi-
dence from such master, or some person authorized by him, or from the district
judge or a magistrate, that he has the right to sell such product”™ was strictly
forbidden. ‘ ' : : X :

Such measures, President Johnson told the Senate with a straight face in
December of 1865, “confer upon freedmen the privileges which are essential to
their comfort, protection, and security.” But Congress would not acquiesce in that
judgment. The South had been handed an olive branch and, in the fury of defeat,
had shaped it into a whip. A less willful people would perhaps have known what
the South had failed to appreciate: if it did not.rein.in its excessive.intolerance of

 the free black man, the North would force it to do so. L
w  After December of 1865, Johnson was a President who presided in name

.~ only, Congress formed the powerful Joint Committee. of Fifteen to monitor the
rest of the reconstruction process. Its dominant voice ‘belonged to the seventy-
three-year-old Penfisylvanian Thaddeus Stevens, a. founder of the Republican
Party, who declared that America did not stand for “white man’s govermment” and
to say as much was “political blasphemy, for it violates the fundarhental principles
of our gospel of liberty. This is man’s government; the government of all men
alike.” Lincoln would have put it more eloquently, no doubt, and would perhaps

- have proven a man, for.all seasons, while Stevens was portrayed by his detractors
as a crotchety.old bachelor bitter over his lifelong condition as a cripple and vin-
dictive toward the South ever since Lee’s army had destroyed.his ironworks in
Caledonia, Pennsylvania. Whether by animus or conviction, Stevens was moved
to drive Congress to act, - "

The Thirteenth Amendment had nationalized the right to. freedom. And it

. .made Congress the instrument to enforce that right. Congress began to do so early
in.1866 by two acts of legislation—the extension of the Freedmen’s Bureau Bill
and the first Civil Rights Act./The two acts shared a premise; freedmen were to be
protected in their “civil rights and immunities” by the governrne;ﬁt of the United

_States and not left to-the unmerciful ministrations of the states. In the case of the

" Freedmen’s Bureau Bill, the protection would be carried out by agents of the fed-
eral bureau; in the case of the Civil Rights Bill, by the federal courts. Nor were
those “rights and immunities” left as generalized pledges. Both of the bills con-
tained a section specifying in identical language the guaranteed rights that, when

, taken together, were aimed directly at destroying the plainly vicious Black Codes.
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Among them were the right to make and enforce contracts; the right to buy, sell, an
own real and personal property; the right to sue, be parties in a legal action, anc
give evidence; and most sweeping and basic of all, the right to “full and equal bene
fitof all laws and proceedings for the security of person and estate.” As a package
these rights embodied the basic tenet of abolitionist theory—that libe!  wai
inseparable from equality—and transformed it into law.

In the profound congressional debates over the two bills, their proponent:
argued that the Thirtéenth’ Amendriert plainly mandated that there could nc
longe1 be oné set of rules governing the conduct of black men and another fo;
whites. Any statutethat was not equal to'all was-ah encroachment on theliberty o
Amefican society as a whole. Congress was henceforth to be the bulwark againg

-+ -eguchinequities= Conservatives;reversing theirearlier-position; now-argued tha

the operation of the amendment had never been thought to be wider than “to cove:
the relation which existed between the master and his Negro African slave . .
" and the breaking'iip of it.” Aty wider application of flie'amendment, the minority
arguéd, exceeded the power it conveyed to the federal government and threatenec
to alter radically and irrepardbly the very nature of the federal compact; =+
‘But Congress was clearly readyto take revolutionarysteps in the federal-statt
relationship. Both the Freedmen’s Bureau and Civil Rights bills: were passed
vetded by President Johnson, and passed again over his veto. Still, the conserva
tivés Had made thelr point. Dotibts lingéred as to'the constitutionality of the radi;
- ¢alriew laws. Thaddeus Stevens and othefs guiding the process of what came to be
" called Radical Re¢onstruction felt that it was essential to place these newly wor
" fights of the freedman’ beydnd-the powér of congressional majorities that migh
shift'in the future, fastén a'far mote restrictive  interpretation on the. Thirteentk
Amendment, and overturn' such meésures as ‘the’ Freedmen's Burean and Civi
‘Rights bills. ’Anoﬂier'coﬁétitutiOnal arfiendment was thérefore requited. It g
"ineffect'dtiagain whit the thajority in'Congress-thought it hiad donie in shapiiig th<
'fThu'teenth Atfiendrientin the first place-——glve the freed black people of Amenm
" thesamie tights as everyone else; This tlme though, the language would be fa
* more explicit and sweepmg and place the rights guaranteed beyond:all constiti
tional doubt. Certainly-the new' "anieridment was Tevolutionaryi-Without 'doubt:i
was 'changing the previous division of powers between the $tate and federal gov:
* ernments; Without doubt it promoted the Uriited States as 'an intérloper betweet
“gvéry state-and its iiihabitants. And without doubt-its language asserted that th
‘black man was niot only fo loniger a slave biit could not'be shurited into some inde]
“téfminate libo between slavery and full citizenship. On'Tune 13, 1866, Congresi
- proposed-the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution, The first section declaredy
© All persons'born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the j JUI‘IS
diction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the ‘State wherein the\
reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the pnv%
leges or immunities ‘of citizens of the United States; nor shall any Staﬁ
deprive any person of lifé, liberty, or property, without due process of 1aw
“nor deny to any person ‘within 1ts Junsdmtlon the equal protectlon of the 1aw<

(\
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The fifth and final section of the amendment gave Congress the same power to
enforce it “by appropriate 1&:gis1at'1dn’i as the federal legislature had received under
the second section of the Thirteenth Amendment. Deciding what was “appropri-
ate” would, in short order, provoke heated disagreement. Indeed, the debate has
never been settled.

The middle three sections of the new amendment were plainly and intention-
ally punitive, No former state or federal officeholder who had violated his oath to

. the Constitution by joi.ningAthe Jate Confederate rebellion could now hold state or

federal-office until Qongrﬁ;‘s:éil”iﬁted the ban by a two-thirds vote at some future
date. Furthermore, and excruciatingly painful to many of the South’s most ardent
defenders, neither the United Statés nor any state government was to honor any
debt incurred “in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any
claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and
claims shall be held illegal and void.” Holders of Confederate currency and bonds
were out of pocket an estimated $3 billion. And they would never get it back.
Added to the reported value of their emancipated slaves and confiscated property,
the total financial bloodblath cost the South, according to a later report to the
House of Representatiye_s', some $5.2 billion. For the first fifty years-of the ndtion’s
history, total federal governmental expenditurés had come to little more than $1 bil-
lion. The federal budget would not run as high as $5 billion in a peacetime year
until the New Deal. The unrecoverable losses of the financiers of the Confederacy,
then, were of a stupendous pfopérﬁbn and left the region supine before the impend-
ing economic takeover by the North.

Though a constitutional amendment does not require the President’s approval,
Andrew Johnson made his disapproval of the Fourteenth Amendment widely
known. The South did not need his advicgi_', of course, to see that the full weight og
defeat that it had so far avoided would now come crashing down upon it. As if it
had a real option in the matter, ten of the éleven states in the Confederacy refused
to ratify the Amendment that they saw as suicidal. Only Tennessee acceded, Threg
state legislatures rejected the amendment unanimously. The South’s defiance now

. helped hand the Radical Republicans almost total control of the machinery of

government in the United States . Tn the 1866 elections, they won every state legis-
lature, every gubernatorial contest, and more than two-thirds of the seats in both
houses of Congress, thereby assuring the party of enough strength to overcome
any presidential veto. | s ; , :
‘The new Congress went right to work. In March of 1867 it passed the First
Reconstruction Act. The ten Squthe;gl;“sifta;e govémmeﬁfs that had failed to ratify -
the Fourteenth Amendment were ordér,égl_‘ disbanded, the states were divided into
five military districts, and high Eivi} and ifﬁl"xtary officials of the.Confederacy were
barred from the state conventions that ._i e1é to be summoned to pass new constitu-
tions, ratify. the Fourteenth A.mendrﬁé.’ﬁ:t:‘ aLi‘nd———most traumatic of all for the white
South—give the black man the rlghttovote Only when these steps had been
taken would Union bayonets be withdrawn and the South’s corigressional delega-
tions be seated again in Waéﬁijngtoﬁ}\’[l‘h,rée other Réconstruction measures were
slammed through in the next twelvé'ih§fxihs to detail how the process of political
\
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rehabilitation was to be carried out, and to leave little to the imagination of reluc-
tant ex-Confederates. Lo -
Nothing about the program infuria;éc_l the S'o{it‘h‘ more thar thé obligation to
let the freedmen vote. It; was a step that had caysed .‘sli“a.rp debate in the North,
where many feared that the African Armerican woui'é’ﬁe‘éasily manipulated by his
former master or readily “ir}t‘ilngidat'ed ir§to votingT' 'agail’r’rst the Republican ticket.
Ninety-five percent of the blacks, after all, could ot Tead. The Hiassive REpubLs
can election victory in 1866, howévcr; emboldened the shapers of Radical Recon-
struetion! The fickleness, Pﬁf‘?}c.??bl‘p d1<;l; not have to be impressed upon them.,
The Republican Party, if it was to. retain power, needed the black vote! Thaddeus;
Stevens saw no sin.in admitting as much: “"Ibql‘ié\/e; on my conscietice, that on the
continued -ascendancy of [my] party d@Péhd's the safety’ of this great nation. If

l

" impartial”—he meant Negro—*suffrage is excluded in the Tebel States therl every

one of them is sure to send a s‘c‘)lid"r_ébc‘lv’ '—he meant Dernocratic—"representation’
to.Congress, :and. cast, a solid. rebel electoral vote.”” A Democratic Congress and:
presidentwere swre'to follow. . L I
.+ Less candidly acknowledged was the stake of Northern-business interests in
perpetuating Republican economic policies. At wir’s énd, the nation was on the:
threshold of unparalleled prosperity. It had raw materials, a gréwitig capability to
process and manufacture them, and 2 tijanspﬁt'ét:iiéhjs'yﬁérhi fliiging its'iton tenta-
cles in every direction. By 1868, the railroad had spanfiéd the continefit. The Bast:
ern financiers who controlled most of}:hls frenet1cact1v1ty wanted tio barriers in
their way-—surely. nothing like a renewal of the rural-agrari4n alliande of Southern

and Westemn interests that had dominated naff1onal politics 10 the decades eaditif

4ip to the Civil War, Thus, the Congress that was biisily dismantling Andrew Jobn-
son’s balsawood reconstruction of the South was also using its newly wor power
to enhance the mtefests of anst_eyrnvr'ridﬁey and ‘the rising middle’class thatiwas
begimning to feed off it, There were tgriffs to protect iton and wool manufacturers,
among others. The railroads were handed enormmols boirities; thotisaiids of square
miles of open land on both sides of theit trackagé” and‘a variety of othef subsidies

' that, however, well rationalized as being in the national interest, were blatarit give-

aways. Timber and mineral rights on federal Jands were sold to private enterprises
that paid scandalously little for them. A new nifional banking and monetary sys-
tom was established and aimed at providing the maximum benefit 10 the capital-
supplying interests..A sound paper currency was created and secured by government
bonds, and a prohibitive federal tax discouraged circulation of notes issued by
often irresponsible state banks. To protect and extend such rieasures; the business
bloc piloting the Republican ship was persuaded that black votes were essential.
Ungquestionably, some vrrie;xég_ﬂjers of the abclitioniist wing of the party and oth-
ers with a primarily humanitarian interest favored ‘black enfranchiSement as$ the
morally correct action, as the final step in the conversion of the African American
from a bondsman. to truly a freedman. That the measure was more.of a political
and economiic device, and a punitive slap at the South, than the culminating ritaal
in the anointment of the Negro as citizen is testified fo by the Republicans’ reluc-
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on refurns had been verified did the-party introduce the Fifteenth Amend-
it i1 February of 1869, Thirteen months later, it had been ratified by twenty-
states, and 10 the law of the 1and were now added the words:

1o extend the vote to blacks‘ir‘x the mgk of the nation, Not uitil after the 1868

LtoRs

spcrion 1. The right,.of citiiex1é of the Un:ited States to vote shall not be
"denied or abridged by the United States oF by any State on account of race,
2 olor, or previous condition of servitude.

e
v

SECTION 2. The Congress ghall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate Jegislation. C ;

Congress was shortly obliged to use its enforcement power as the South
oded in wrath over the humil'xa_t'mg-new ameqdmenlt. The Ku Klux Klan rode
?Xm forge and other terrorist groups struck when more than 700,000 former
/;é‘s registered 28 voters and the ﬂgwér,of Confederate manhood was itself
i ed from the polls by the Fourteenth Amendmen't. Toblunt the reign of tetror,
dgress passed stiff election—'enforcementbills against the Klan and empowered
Army to combat it and oversee fhe polling process.
Ehactment of black suffrage and laws to enforce the right were the high-water
¢ of Radical Reconstruction. As much as could be done by laws for the ex-

fiehad now been done, it was widely felt outside the South. Along, sometimes
%’fér legislative fight under the direction of abolitionist Senator Charles Sumner
§§Aassachusetts, Thaddeus Stevens’s comrade-in-arms through the early stages
cReconstructiQn drive, was necessary before Congress voted the (;iv'%l Rights '
\Aﬁ;:’of 1875 under the enforcement provision oflthe;.Fourteentl} A‘me‘p.dment. It . ~
“ithe last plank in a decade of remarkable legislation that may be said to have
tied the frue completiori of the American _‘Revo'lution. The new act.of 1875-
%'ted that all people regardless of race or color were guaranteed “the full and
i3l enjoyment of the accommodations . . . of inmns, publiw 9911veyqnces on land ‘
ater, theatres and other places of public amusement” and that 1o one was 10 be,
ualified for jury service because of race, color, Of previous condition of servi-
e, But sumner had 1ost his fight to have unsegregated schools included-among }
;riéhts'guarameed by the bill. Given the rudimentary nature of the publ’id ceee
Hol system in the nation at the time, it did not ceem a critical issue. So much
& had 'been wor in just ten tumulfuous years. The Constitution had been

el

hiended thre® times and dozens of supporting bills had been passed by Congress '

Siorovide the black man with freedorm, equality, and the vote.

Simple Justice Socratic Seminar

As you read through, Simple Justice, take specific notes and reference page numbers,
high light quotes, and generate commentary/questions ont cach of the following
points/questions. The day of the Qocratic seminar you will be expected to engage
thoroughly in a discussion surrounding one of the topics below-you will not know which
group you are in until the day of the seminat, so prepare for each. Your grade will be a
reflection of your participation/performance in the seminar. '

1. Evaluate Lincoln’s intentions/motivations for Reconstruction. .
5. What was the intent behind the 13", 14" and 15" amendments and how was that
intent carried through? |
3. Compare and contrast the social, political, and economic effects of Reconstruction in
the North and South? 9
4. How do we see federalism inpractice during Reconstruction?
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the whole dead past,” wrote Timothy Howe, a Republican senator from Wis-
consin, “and have cast our anchor out a hundred years” into the future. The
Reconstruction Act of 1867 inaugurated America'sfirst real experiment in inter-
racial democracy.

RADICAL RECONSTRUCTION IN THE SOUTH

“rgp TOCSIN OF FREEDOM”

Among the former slaves, the passage of the Reconstruction Act inspired an out-
burst of political organization. At mass political meetings—community gath-
erings attended by men, women, and children—African-Americans staked their
claim to equal citizenship. Blacks, declared an Alabama meeting, deserved
exactly the same rights, privileges and immunities as ate enj oyed by white men.
We ask for nothing more and will be content with nothing less.”

These gatherings inspired direct action to remedy long-standing grievances.
Hundreds took part in sit-ins that integrated horse-drawn public streetcars in
cities across the South. Plantation workers organized strikes for higher wages.
Speakers, male and female, fanned out across the South, Frances Ellen Watkins
Harper, a black veteran of the abolitionist movement, embarked on a two-year
tour, lecturing on “Literacy, Land, and Liberation.” James D, Lynch, a member
of the group that met with General Sherman in 1865, organized Republican
meetings. He became known, in the words of a white contemporary, as “a great
orator, fluid and graceful,” who sstirred the emotions” of his listeners “as no
other man could do”

Determined to exercise their new rights as citizens, thousands joined the
Union League, an organization closely linked to the Republican Party, and the
vast majority of eligible African-Americans registered to vote. James K. Green,
a former slave in Hale County, Alabama, and a League organizer, went on to
serve eight years in the Alabama legislature. In the 1880s, Green looked back
on his political career. Before the war, he declared, “I was entirely ignorant; [
knew nothing more than to obey my master; and there were thousands of us
in the same attitude. .. . But the tocsin [warning bell] of freedom sounded and
knocked at the door and we walked out like tree men and shouldered the
responsibilities.”

By 1870, all the former Confederate states had been readmitted to the Union
and in a region where the Republican Party had not existed before the war, nearly
all were under Republican control, Their new state constitutions, drafted in 1868
and 1869 by the first public bodies in American history with substantial black
representation, marked a considerable improvement Over those they replaced.
The constitutions greatly expanded publicresp onsibilities. They established the
region’s first state-funded systems of free public education, and created new pen-
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What were the social and political effects of radical Reconstruction in the South?

The First Vote, an engraving from
Harper's Weekly, November 16,
1867, depicts the first biracial elections
in southern history. The voters
represent key sources of the black
political leadership that emerged
during Reconstruction—the artisan
carrying his tools, the well-dressed city
person (probably free before the war),
and the soldier.

{tentiaries, orphan asyfums, and homes for the insane. The constitutions guar-
anteed equality of civil and political rights and abolished practices of the ante-
bellum era such as whipping asa punishment for crime, property qualifications
for officeholding, and imprisorment for debt. A few states initially barred for-
mer Confederates from voting, but this policy was quickly abandoned by the
new state governments.

THE BLACK OFFICEZHOLDER

Throughout Reconstruction, black voters provided the butk of the Republican
Party’s support. But African-Americans did not control Reconstruction politics,
as their opponents frequently charged. The highest offices remained almost
entirely in white hands, and only in South Carolina, where blacks made up 60
percent of the population, did they form a majority of the legislature. Nonethe-
less, the fact that some 2,000 African-Americans occupied public offices dur-
ing Reconstruction represented a fundamental shift of power in the Southand
a radical departure in American government.

African-Americans were represented at every level of government, Fourteen
were elected to the national House of Representatives. TWO blacks served in
the U.S. Senate during Reconstruction, both representing Mississippi. Hiram
Revels, who had beenborn freein North Carolina, was educated inIllinois, and
served as a chaplainin the wartime Union army, in 1870 became the first black
senator in American history. The second, Blanche K. Bruce, 2 former slave, was
elected in 1875. Since then, only two African—Americans——Edward W. Brooke
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of Massachusetts (who served 1967—1978) and Carol Moseley Braun of Illinois
(1993-1998)—have held seats in the Senate. S

Pinckney B. S. Pinchback of Louisiana, the Georgia-born son of a white
planter and free black woman, served briefly during the winter of 1872-1873
as America’s first black governor, Over a century would pass before L. Douglas
Wilder of Virginia, elected in 1989, became the second. Some 700 blacks sat in
state legislatures during Reconstruction, and scores held local offices ranging
from justice of the peace to sheriff, tax assessor, and policeman. The presence
of black officeholders and their white allies made a real difference in southern
life, ensuring that blacks accused of crimes would be tried before juries of their
peers and enforcing fairnessin such aspects of local government as road repair,
tax assessment, and poor relief,

In South Carolina and Louisiana, homes of the South’s wealthiest and
best-educated free black communities, most prominent Reconstruction office-
holders had never experienced slavery. In addition, a number of black Recon-
struction officials, like Pennsylvania-born Jonathan J. Wright, who served on
the South Carolina Supreme Court, had come from the North after the Civil
War. The majority, however, were former slaves who had established their
leadership in the black community by serving in the Union army, working as
ministers, teachers, or skilled craftsmen, or engaging in Union League organ-
izing, Among the most celebrated black officeholders was Robert Smalls, who
had worked as a slave on the Charleston docks before the Civil War, and who
won national fame in 1862 by secretly guiding the Planter, a Confederate ves-
sel, out of the harbor and delivering it to Union forces. Smalls became a pow-
erful political leader on the South Carolina Sea Islands, and was elected to five
terms in Congress. '

CARPETBAGGERS AND SCALAWAGS

The new southern governments also brought to power new groups of whites.
Many Reconstruction officials were northerners who for one reason or another
had made their homes in the South after the war. Their opponents dubbed
them “carpetbaggers,” implying that they had packed all their belongingsina
suitcase and left their homes in order to reap the spoils of office in the South.
Some carpetbaggers were undoubtedly corrupt adventurers. The large major-
ity, however, were former Union soldiers who decided to remain in the South
when the war ended, before there was any prospect of going into politics. Oth-
ers were investors in land and railroads who saw in the postwar South an
opportunity to combine personal economic advancement with a role in help-
ing to substitute, as one wrote, “the civilization of freedom for that of slavery.”
Teachers, Freedmen’s Bureau officers, and others who came to the region gen-
uinely hoping to assist the former slaves represented another large group of
“carpetbaggers.”
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Most white Republicans, however, had been born in the South. Former Con-
federates reserved their greatest scorn for these “scalawags,” whom they con-
sidered traitors to their race and region. Some southern-born Republicans were
men of stature and wealth, like James L. Alcorn, the owner of one of Missis-
sippi’s largest plantations and the state’s first Republican governor.

Most “scalawags,” however, were nonslaveholding white farmers from the
southern upcountty, Many had been wartime Unionists and they now coop-
erated with the Republicans in order to prevent “rebels” from returning to
power. Others hoped Reconstruction governments would help them recover
from wartime economic losses by suspending the collection of debts and enact-
ing laws protecting small property holders from losing their homes to credi-
tors. In states like North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas, Republicans
initially commanded a significant minority of the white vote. Even in the Deep
South, the small white Republican vote was important, because the popula-
tion remained almost evenly divided between blacks (almost all of whom voted
for the party of Lincoln) and whites (overwhelmingly Democratic).

SOUTHERN REPUBLICANS IN POWER

In view of the daunting challenges they faced, the remarkable thing is not that
Reconstruction governments in many respects failed, but how much they did
accomplish. Perhaps their greatest achievement lay in establishing the South’s
first state-supported public schools. The new educational systems served both
black and white children, although generally in schools segregated by race.
Only in New Orleans were the public schools integrated during Reconstruc-
tion, and only in South Carolina did the state university admit black students
(elsewhere separate colleges were established). By the 1870s, in a region whose
prewar leaders had made it illegal for slaves to learn and had done little to pro-
vide education for poorer whites, over half the children, black and white, were
attending public schools. The new governments also pioneered civil rightsleg-
islation, Their laws made it illegal for railroads, hotels, and other institutions
to discriminate on the basis of race, Enforcement varied considerably from
locality to locality, but Reconstruction established for the first time at the state
level a standard of equal citizenship and a recognition of blacks’ right to a share
of public services,

Republican governments also took steps to strengthen the position of rural
laborers and promote the South’s economic recovery. They passed laws to
ensure that agricultural laborers and sharecroppers had the first claim on har-
vested crops, rather than merchants to whom the landowner owed money.
South Carolina created a state Land Commission, which by 1876 had settled
14,000 black families and a few poor whites on their own farms,

Rather than land distribution, however, the Reconstruction governments
pinned their hopes for southern economic growth and opportunity for African-
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Americans and poor whites alike on regional economic development. Railroad
construction, they believed, was the key to transforming the South into a soci-
ety of booming factories, bustling towns, and diversified agriculture. “A free
and living republic,” declared a Tennessee Republican, would “spring up in the
track of the railroad.” Every state during Reconstruction helped to finance rail-
road construction, and through tax reductions and other incentives tried to
attract northern manufacturers to invest in the region. The program had mixed
results. Economic development in general remained weak. With abundant
opportunities existing in the West, few northern investors ventured to the
Reconstruction South.
To their supporters, the governments of Radical Reconstruction presented a
complex pattern of disappointment and accomplishment. A revitalized south-
_ erneconomy failed to materialize, and most African-Americans remained locked
in poverty. Onthe other hand, biracial democratic government, a thing unknown
in American history, for the first time functioned effectively in many parts of
the South. Public facilities were rebuilt and expanded, school systems estab-
lished, and legal codes purged of racism. The conservative elite that had domi-
nated southern government from colonial times to 1867 found itself excluded
from political power, while poor whites, newcomers from the North, and former
slaves cast ballots, sat on juries, and enacted and administered laws. “We have
gone through one of the most remarkable changes in our relations to each other,”
declared a white South Carolina lawyer in 1871, “that has been known, perhaps,
in the history of the world.” It is a measure of how far change had progressed
that the reaction against Reconstruction proved so extreme.

THE OVERTHROW OF RECONSTRUCTION

RECONSTRUCTION’S OPPONENTS

The South’s traditional leaders—planters, merchants, and Democratic politi-
cians—bitterly opposed the new governments, They denounced them as cor-
rupt, inefficient, and examples of “black supremacy.” “Intelligence, virtue, and
patriotism” in public life, declared a protest by prominent southern Democ-
rats, had given way to “ignorance, stupidity, and vice.” Corruption did exist
during Reconstruction, but it was confined to no race, region, or party. The
rapid growth of state budgets and the benefits to be gained from public aid led
in some states to a scramble for influence that produced bribery, insider deal-
ing, and a get-rich-quick atmosphere. Southern frauds, however, were dwarfed
by those practiced in these years by the Whiskey Ring, which involved high
officials of the Grant administration, and by New York’s Tweed Ring, controlled
by the Democrats, whose thefts ran into the tens of millions of dollars. (These
are discussed in the next chapter.) The rising taxes needed to pay for schools
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and other new public facilities and to assist railroad development were another
cause of opposition to Reconstruction. Many poor whites who had initially
supported the Republican Party turned against it when it became clear that
their economic situation was not improving,

The most basic reason for opposition to Reconstruction, however, was that
most white southerners could not accept the idea of former slaves voting, hold-
ing office, and enjoying equality before the law, In order to restore white
supremacy in southern public life and to ensure planters a disciplined, reliable
labor force, they believed, Reconstruction must be overthrown, Opponents
launched a campaign of violence in an effort to end Republican rule. Their
actions posed a fundamental challenge both for Reconstruction governments
in the South and for policymakers in Washington, D.C.

“p REIGN OF TERROR”

The Civil War ended in 1865, but violence remained widespread in large parts
of the postwar South. In the early years of Reconstruction, violence was mostly
local and unorganized. Blacks were assaulted and murdered for refusing to give
way to whites on city sidewalks, using “insolent” language, challenging

A Prospective Scene in the City of Oaks, a cartoon in the September 1, 1868, issue of the
Independent Monitor, @ Democratic newspaper published in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. The
cartoon sent a warning to the Reverend A. S, Lakin, who had moved from Ohio to become
president of the University of Alabama, and Dr. N. B. Cloud, a southern-born Republican
serving as Alabama’s superintendent of public education. The Ku Klux Klan forced both men
from their positions.
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end-of-year contract settlements, and attempting to buy land. The violence that -
greeted the advent of Republican governments after 1867, however, was far
more pervasive and more directly motivated by politics. In wide areas of the
South, secret societies sprang up with the aim of preventing blacks from vot-
ing and destroying the organization of the Republican Party by assassinating
local leaders and public officials.

The most notorious such organization was the Ku Klux Klan, which in effect
served as a military arm of the Democratic Party in the South. Founded in 1866
in Tennessee, the Klan soon became a criminal conspiracy that spread into
nearly every southern state. Led by planters, merchants, and Democratic politi-
cians, men who liked to style themselves the South’s “respectable citizens,” the
Klan committed some of the most brutal criminal acts in American history. In
many counties, it launched what one victim called a “reign of terror” against
Republican leaders, black and white.

The Klan’s victims included white Republicans, among them wartime
Unionists and local officeholders, teachers, and party organizers. William
Luke, an Itish-born teacher in a black school, was lynched in 1870. But African-
Americans—local political leaders, those who managed to acquire land, and
others who in one way or another defied the norms of white supremacy—bore
the brunt of the violence. In York County, South Carolina, where nearly the
entire white male population joined the Klan (and women participated by
sewing the robes and hoods Klansmen wore as disguises), the organization
committed eleven murders and hundreds of whippings.

On occasion, violence escalated from assaults on individuals to mass terror-
ism and even local insurrections. In Meridian, Mississippi, in 1871, some thirty
blacks were murdered in cold blood, along with a white Republican judge. The
bloodiest act of violence during Reconstruction took place in Colfax, Louisiana,
in 1873, where armed whites assaulted the town with a small cannon, Hun-
dreds of former slaves were murdered, including fifty members of 2 black mili-
tia unit after they had surrendered.

Unable to suppress the Klan, the new southern governments appealed to
Washington for help. In 1870 and 1871, Congress adopted three Enforcement
Acts, outlawing terrorist societies and allowing the president to use the army
against them. These laws continued the expansion of national authority dur-
ing Reconstruction. They defined crimes that aimed to deprive citizens of their
civil and political rights as federal offenses rather than violations of state law.
In 1871, President Grant dispatched federal marshals, backed up by troops in
some areas, to arrest hundreds of accused Klansmen, Many Klan leaders fled
the South. After a series of well-publicized trials, the Klan went out of exis-
tence, In 1872, for the first time since the Civil War, peace reigned in most of
the former Confederacy.
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THE LIBERAL REPUBLICANS

Despite the Grant administration’s effective response to Klan terrorism, the
North’s commitment to Reconstruction waned during the 1870s. Many Radi-
cals, including Thaddeus Stevens, who died in 1868, had passed from the scene.
Within the Republican Party, their place was taken by politicians less com-
mitted to the ideal of equal rights for blacks. Northerners increasingly felt that
the South should be able to solve its own problems without constant interfer-
ence from Washington. The federal government had freed the slaves, made
them citizens, and given them the right to vote. Now, blacks should rely on
their own resources, not demand further assistance.

In 1872, an influential group of Republicans, alienated by corruption within
the Grant administration and believing that the growth of federal power during
and after the war needed to be curtailed, formed their own party. They included
Republican founders like Lyman Trumbull and prominent editors and journal-

ists such as E. L. Godkin of The Nation. Calling themselves Liberal Republicans, .

they nominated Horace Greeley, editor of the New York Tribune, for president.

The Liberals’ alienation from the Grant administration initially had little to
do with Reconstruction. They claimed that corrupt politicians had come to
power in the North by manipulating the votes of immigrants and working-
men, while men of talent and education like themselves had been pushed aside.
Democratic criticisms of Reconstruction, however, found a receptive audience
among the Liberals. As in the North, they became convinced, the “best men”
of the South had been excluded from power while “ignorant” voters controlled
politics, producing corruption and misgovernment. Power in the South should
be returned to the region’s “natural leaders.” During the campaign of 1872,
Greeley repeatedly called on Americans to “clasp hands across the bloody
chasm” by putting the Civil War and Reconstruction behind them.,

Greeley had spent most of his career, first as a Whig and then a Republican,
denouncing the Democratic Party. But with the Republican split presenting an
opportunity to repair their political fortunes, Democratic leaders endorsed
Greeley as their candidate. Many rank-and-file Democrats, unable to bring them-
selves to vote for Greeley, stayed at home on election day. As a result, Greeley
suffered a devastating defeat by Grant, whose margin of over 700,000 popular
votes was the largest in a nineteenth-century presidential contest. But Greeley’s
campaign placed on the northern agenda the one issue on which the Liberal
reformers and the Democrats could agree—a new policy toward the South.

THE NORTH’S RETREAT

The Liberal attack on Reconstruction, which continued after 1872, contributed

to a resurgence of racism in the North. Journalist James S. Pike, a leading
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Greeley supporter, in 1874 published The Prostrate State, an influential account
of a visit to South Carolina. The book depicted a state engulfed by political
corruption, drained by governmental extravagance, and under the control of “a
mass of black barbarism.” The South’s problems, he insisted, atose from “Negro
government.” The solution was to restore leading whites to political power.
Newspapers that had long supported Reconstruction now began to condemn
black participation in southern government., They expressed their views visu-
ally as well. Engravings depicting the former slaves as heroic Civil War veterans,
upstanding citizens, or victims of violence, were increasingly replaced by cari-
catures presenting them as little more than unbridled animals. Resurgent racism
offered a convenient explanation for the alleged “failure” of Reconstruction.

Other factors also weakened northern support for Reconstruction. In 1873,
the country plunged into a severe economic depression. Distracted by eco-
nomic problems, Republicans were in no mood to devote further attention to
the South. The depression dealt the South a severe blow and further weakened
the prospect that Republicans could revitalize the region’s economy. Demo-
crats made substantial gains throughout the nation in the elections of 1874.
For the first time since the Civil War, their party took control of the House of
Representatives. Before the new Congress met, the old one enacted a final piece
of Reconstruction legislation, the Civil Rights Act of 1875. This outlawed racial
discrimination in places of public accommodation like hotels and theaters. But
it was clear that the northern public was retreating from Reconstruction.

The Supreme Court whittled away at the guarantees of black rights Congress
had adopted. In the Slaughterhouse Cases (1873), butchers excluded from a state-
sponsored monopoly in Louisiana went to court, claiming that their right to
equality before the law guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment had been
violated. The justices rejected their claim, ruling that the amendment had not
altered traditional federalism. Most of the rights of citizens, it declared,.
remained under state control. Three years later, in U.S, v. Cruikshank, the Court
gutted the Enforcement Acts by throwing out the convictions of some of those
responsible for the Colfax Massacre of 1873.

THE TRIUMPH OF THE REDEEMERS

By the mid-1870s, Reconstruction was clearly on the defensive, Democrats had
already regained control of states with substantial white voting majorities such
as Tennessee, North Carolina, and Texas. The victorious Democrats called
themselves Redeemers, since they claimed to have “redeemed” the white South
from corruption, misgovernment, and northern and black control.

In those states where Reconstruction governments survived, violence again
erupted. This time, the Grant administration showed no desire to intervene. In
contrast to the Klan's activities—conducted at night by disguised men—the vio-

-
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lence of 1875 and 1876 took place in broad daylight, as if to underscore Democ-
1ats’ conviction that they had nothing to fear from Washington. In Mississippi,
in 1875, white rifle clubs drilled in public and openly assaulted and murdered
Republicans, When Governor Adelbert Ames, a Maine-born Union general,
frantically appealed to the federal government for assistance, President Grant
responded that the northiern public was “tired out” by southern problems. On
election day, armed Democrats destroyed ballot boxes and drove former slaves
from the polls. The result was a Democratic landslide and the end of Recon-
struction in Mississippi. “A revolution has taken place,” wrote Ames, “and a race
are disfranchised—they are to be returned to ... an era of second slavery.”

Similar events took place in South Carolina in 1876. Democrats nominated
for governor former Confederate general Wade Hampton. Hampton promised
to respect the rights of all citizens of the state but his supporters, inspired by
Democratic tactics in Mississippi, launched a wave of intimidation. Democrats
intended to carry the election, one planter told a black official, “if we have to
wade in blood knee-deep.”

THE DISPUTED ELECTION AND BARGAIN OF 1877

Events in South Carolina directly affected the outcome of the presidential
campaign of 1876. To succeed Grant, the Republicans nominated Governor
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Rutherford B. Hayes of Ohio. Democrats chose as his opponent New York’s gov-
ernor, Samuel J. Tilden. By this time, only South Carolina, Florida, and
Louisiana remained under Republican control. The election turned out to be
so close that whoever captured these states—which both parties claimed to
have carried—would become the next president.

Unable to resolve the impasse on its own, Congress in January 1877
appointed a fifteen-member Electoral Commission, composed of senators,
representatives, and Supreme Court justices, Republicans enjoyed an 8-7
majority on the commission, and to no one’s surprise, the members decided
by that margin that Hayes had carried the disputed southern states, and had
been elected president. Even as the commission deliberated, however, behind-
the-scenes negotiations took place between leaders of the two parties. Hayes’s
representatives agreed to recognize Democratic control of the entire South
and to avoid further intervention in local affairs. They also pledged that Hayes
would place a southerner in the cabinet position of postmaster general and
that he would work for federal aid to the Texas and Pacific railroad, a transcon-
tinental line projected to follow a southern route. For their part, Democrats
promised not to dispute Hayes’s right to office and to respect the civil and
political rights of blacks,

Thus was concluded the Bargain of 1877. Not all of its parts were fulfilled.
But Hayes became president, and he did appoint David M. Key of Tennessee
as postmaster general. Hayes quickly ordered federal troops to stop guarding
the state houses in Louisiana and South Carolina, allowing Democratic
claimants to become governor. (Contrary to legend, Hayes did not remove the
last soldiers from the South—he simply ordered them to return to their bar-
racks.) But the Texas and Pacific never did get its land grant. Of far more sig-
nificance, the triumphant southern Democrats failed to live up to their pledge
to recognize blacks as equal citizens.

As a historical process—the nation’s ad]ustment to the destruction of
slavery—Reconstruction continued well after 1877. Blacks continued to vote
and, in some states, hold office into the 1890s, But as a distinet era of national
history—when Republicans controlled much of the South, blacks exercised sig-
nificant political power, and the federal government accepted the responsibility
for protecting the fundamental rights of all American citizens—Reconstruction
had come to an end. Despite its limitations, Reconstruction was a remarkable
chapter in the story of American freedom. Nearly a century would pass before
the nation again tried to bring equal rights to the descendants of slaves, The
civil rights era of the 1950s and 1g60s would sometimes be called the Second
Reconstruction,

Even while it lasted, however, Reconstruction revealed some of the tensions
inherent in nineteenth-century discussions of freedom. The policy of granting
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black men the vote while denying them the benefits of land ownership
strengthened the idea that the free citizen could be a poor, dependent laborer.
Reconstruction placed on the national agenda a problem that would dominate
political discussion for the next half-century—how, in a modern society, to .
define the economic essence of freedom. ’

LEVIEN QURSTIONS

1, What meanings oI treedom were most hnportant to the freed
slaves?
2. What were the arguments for and againsl land distrlbution for ..
the freed slaves? ‘
3. What were the mcdn characterlstics of rcxdical Reconsimction”

4, Why did the women's movement split 1nto two separate
‘national orgcmlzaﬂons?

- B, Why was Reconsh'ucﬂon brought to an end in 187 7?

VoiCes of F:eedom: I-h('plcdn how the signatorles of the "Petitlon of
Committee In Behalt of the Freedmen {o Andrew Johnson” argue
that Iand monopoly was “infurious fo the advancement of the
course of rreedom.
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Discussion Quéstions for the Downfall of

Reconstruction

1. What were three ways that Blacks exercised their “Freec]om” cluring
Reconstruction in the South? ExPlain and be spcchcic.

2. Why did CarPetbaggcrs and scalawags cause Democrats to Fur‘ther resent

Reconstruction?
%, What successes and failures did Republican governments in the South face?

4. On P'age 503 what did Eric Foner site as “the most bas'ic reéson for oPPosition

to Reconstruc’cion?”

5. When and what was the “reign of terror?”

é. Explain the purpose é]c thg Enforcement Acts and when thcg Qere established.
7- Whg was 1872 a sPccial geér;?

8. Whg did the Liberal Réf:'ublicans brea‘c.awag from the Republican Party?

9. How did James S. Pike’s book, The Prostraté State, helP lead to a resurgence

of racism?

10.53 the mid~l8705 w]'ug did Southern Democrats refer to themselves as the

“redecmers?”

1. Whg was the election Ao_wc 1876 controveréia 7

12. What was the Compro_misc of 18777

3. How did t|'1i§ Compromise lead to the end of Reconstrgction’?

4. To What extent was the era of Reconstruction a debate over federalism?
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The Ku Klux Klan - Tervorist or Peacekeeping Organization?

‘The following excerpt is from an 1872 Grand Jury report to the judges of the United States circuit

court in Columbia, South Carolina.

. The evidence produced before us has established the following facts:
(1) That there has existed since 1868. . .an organization known as the “Ku Klux Klan,” or

“Invisible Empire of the South’ which embraces in its membership a large proportion of the
white population of every profession and class.

(2) That this Klan [is] bound together by an oath

I [name], before the immaculate Judge of Heaven and earth, and upon the Holy

Evangelists-of Almighty God, do, of iy own free will and accord, subscribe to the
following sacredly binding obligation:

1. We are on the side of justice, humanity, and constitutional liberty, as
bequeathed to us in its purity by our forefathers.

2. We oppose and reject the principles of the Radical Party.

3. We pledge mutual aid to each other in sickness, distress, and pecuniary
embarrassment,

4. Female fr zends, widows, and their households shall ever be special objects of
our regard and protection

Any member divulging or causing to be dzvulged any of the foregoing obligations,
shall meet the fearful penalty and traitor’s doom, which is Death! Death! Death!

(4) That the Klan. . . inflicted summary vengeance on the colored citizens of this county by
breaking into their houses at the dead of night, dragging them from their beds torturing them in

- the most inhuman manner, and in many instances murderzng them.

The jury has been appalled as much at the number of outrages as at their character, it appearing
that 11 murders and over 600 whippings have been committed.

What do you think the jurors concluded about the KKK?.

What elements of the Klan’s oath quoted here do you find particularly revealing about the purpose
of the Klan?

What should the federal government do?
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The following excerpt is from the 1871 testimony given before Congress’ Joint Select Committee
to Inquire into the Condition of Affairs in the Late Insurrectionary States by John Brown Gordon.
Gordon had been a Lt. General in the Confederate Army. After Reconstruction ends, Gordon
becomes governor of Georgia and serves in the US Senate as Georgia’s Senator.:

Question. What do you know of any combinations in Georgia, known as Ku-Klux, or by any
other name, who have been violating the law?

Gordon: I do no know anything about any Ku Klux organization, as the papers talk about it. I
have never heard of that sort except in the papers and by general report; but I do know that an
organization did exist in Georgia at one time. I know that in 1868. . . I was approached and
asked to attach myself to a secret organization in Georgia. Iwas approached by some of the very
best citizens of the state - some of the most peaceable, law-abiding men, men of large property. ..
1 approved of it most heartily.

Question: Tell us about what that organization was.

Gordon: the organization was simply this - nothing more and nothing less: it was an
organization, @ brotherhood of property-holders, the peaceable, law-abiding citizens of the State,
for self-protection. The instinct of self-protection prompted that organization. the sense of
insecurity and danger, particularly in those neighborhoods where the negro population largely
predominated. . . We knew that the “carpet-baggers,” as the people Of Georgia called those men
who came from a distance and had no interest at all with us. . . these men were organizing the
colored people. We knew of certain instances where great crimes had been committed. . . Men
were in many instances afraid to go away from their homes and leave their wives and children, for
fear of outrage. Rapes were already being committed in the country. There was this general
organization of the black race on the one hand, and an entire disorganization of the white race on
the other hand. . . I never heard of any disguises connected with it.

Question: You had no riding about at night?

Gordon: None on earth. . . We have demonstrated that beyond all question in some cases, by
bringing to trial and conviction parties who belonged, for instance, to the Radical [Republican]
party, who had in disguise committed outrages in the State. . . When Luser the term “radical,” I
do not mean to reflect upon the republican party generally: but in our State a republican is a very
different sort of man. . . In our State republicanism means nothing in the world but creating
disturbance, riot, and animosity, and filching and plundering. . . We felt that we must at any cost
protect ourselves, our homes, our wives and children from outrage. We would have preferred
death rather than to have submitted to what we supposed was coming upon us.

What evidence does Gordon use to argue that blacks were threatening whites?
What does Gordon criticize about “radicals”?

Ralph Lowell Eckert and other historians now believe that Gordon was a prominent member of the
Georgia Klan, How does this revelation affect his credibility?
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Group Names:

Reflect:

1. What is the cartoonist suggesting emancipation will symbolize for African Americans?

2. Reflecting on your readings, is this an accurate representation?

3. What did the federal government do to ensure the rights of African Americans during
Reconstruction? : /
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Focus: What were the SOCIAL (S), 12..:2:. (P), and mnoz.oz_n (E) effects of Reconstruction in the

South? .

S
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Group Names:

Evaluation of Reconstruction:
Task: In groups, evaluate the effects of Reconstruction. Your group must provide at

least two pieces of SPECIFIC evidence to support your answer.

Which effect played the most significant role in leading to the downfall of
Reconstruction? Explain and defend your response.

If you were a member of Congress in 1877 what would have been your stance on the role
of the federal government’s responsibility toward reconstructing the Southern states?
Explain.
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Lynch Law in America (1900)
Ida B. Wells

i inst African Americans,
Oy s\mmnoszzu_w_.m“\ Mﬂwwm_“mmwmww_mmﬂno instances in which
mobs, not juries, would decide whether people who Mwmamwwnﬂm
v d of crimes were guilty. The mobs also approp d the
m.nﬁ_U\.Cmm sentence people and execute them, usually by m:ma
ing n7w_o than 3,000 people were lynched between 1882 an
_Anmmo.o m\ﬂwmn <<m«m,>m,mom: Americans living in .nrm m.o:.ﬁ_‘_.. -
_a.m B. Wells had been_ born m:m_m<mn._ in Z._mm_m.m_nﬂwf
1862. ‘:,m.m:ma as a teacher, she turned to _o:_‘:w__m_@n_wﬂ%rmm
and became part owner of a :mémnmnm_,<”\:__ temp m_w_
Tennessee. After a friend of Im«.m was _v\:nrmn_v_ e ,N\_.:nm e
editorial denouncing the lynching. As a resu nw__mr e o
recked her printing press and nr«mmnm.:ma to ki a_m_n he fe
M,Mu Chicago and continued her campaign to end ) Gﬂﬁm m:.m
Wells traveled widely to investigate _.v\:n_.\:zmm msm« rote and
spoke about her findings. The mo__of:m is an mxn_u_MB rom an
wﬂﬁn_m <he wrote in 1900, “The White Man’s Pro ,

magazine The Arena.

was “lynch law.

1 i i ino. It is not the creature of
's national crime is lynching. ‘ o
o OMHH MNE@: outburst of uncontrolled fury, or the %ﬂﬂﬂ&ﬁ@
NMFWM“NEPWQ of an insane mob. It represents the cool, calcu
able

t there is

deliberation of the intelligent people S.Hpo o@m.bd\ WOSNM&UQE% o

e «ynwritten law” that justifies them in putting MB‘ S

MDN% without complaint under oath, 590.4,: Emm %MM& .
opportunity to make defense, and ) suftrage ight 10 vote for all
i sufira

The alleged menace of universa o the negro Volt,

i ided by the absolute suppres . o
HMF MMMM MMM\MW BEAWQ should have been satisfied and the butc

children
ry of negroes should have ceased. But men, women, and
e
were the victims of murder

100 .

by individuals and murder by mobs, _Fﬁ

Lynch Law in America 101

as they had been when killed at the demands of the “unwritten law”
to prevent “negro domination.” Negroes were killed for disputing
over terms of contracts with their employers. If a few barns were
burned some colored man was killed to stop it. If a colored man
resented the imposition of a white man and the two came to blows,
the colored man had to die, either at the hands of the white man
then and there or later at the hands of a mob that speedily gathered.
If he showed a spirit of courageous manhood he was hanged for his
pains. . . . Colored women have been murdered because they
refused to tell the mobs where relatives could be found for “Iynch-
ing bees.” Boys of fourteen years have been lynched by white repre-
sentatives of American civilization. In fact, for all kinds of offenses—
and for no offenses—from murders to misdemeanors [less serious

crimes], men and women are put to death without Jjudge or jury; so

that, although the political excuse was no longer necessary, the
wholesale murder of human beings went on just the same. A new
name was given to the killings and a new excuse was invented for so
doing.

Not only are two hundred men and women put to death annu-
ally, on the average, in this country by mobs, but these lives are taken
with the greatest publicity. In many instances the leading citizens aid
and abet by their presence when they do not participate, and the
leading journals inflame the public mind to the lynching point with
scare-head [sensational] articles and offers of rewards.

Review Questions

T. What activities could get an African American in the South
lynched in the late-19th century?
2. Why did Ida B. Wells say that lynching was an excuse for murder?
3. How was “lynch law” a violation of the constitutional rights of a
person accused of a crime?
4. In what way was “lynch law” a tactic for controlling African
Americans while at the same time denying them their rights?

'S. How did the failure of Reconstruction lead to the rise of “lynch law” in the
South?
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Guided Readings: Reconstruction 1870s
The Significance of Reconstruction

If a mid-nineteenth century Rip Van Winkle had gone to sleep in 1857, the
year of the Dred Scott decision, and awoke in 1877, it would probably take
him quite a while before he would believe reports of what had happened
during the years he was asleep. He would learn about a four year civil war
that had freed four million slaves and destroyed half the South's farm
implements and-livestock; presidential assassination; ratification of
constitutional amendments abolishing slavery, guaranteeing equal rights,
and extending the vote to African Americans; presidential impeachment;
and a disputed presidential election. But when he looked around him, much
would appear unchanged. Southern representatives had returned to
Congress, and they were similar to those who had served before the war.
In each of the southern states, the Democratic party was securely in
control. The overwhelming majority of African Americans would still be
living In the South, working as farm labarers on land that they did not own.

Of course, our latter-day Rip Van Winkle would eventually recognize that
despite continuities, fundamental changes had taken place. Chattel slavery
had been defeated. The gang system of labor, enforced by the whip, was
dead. Incredibly, about twenty percent of African Americans in the South
managed to acquire land by 1880. And through the 1880s, sizeable .
. numbers of African American men in the South would continue to vote. Real
N : gains had been won, even though full equality remained an unfulfilled '
/ promise.

Like an earthquake, Reconstruction shook southern society's foundations
than subsided. But it left the national landscape forever changed. Out of
Reconstruction came the first statewide public school systems in the South
as well as hospltals, penitentiaries, and asylums. The first black institutions
mesmre e oo, -Of-higher dearning were founded.-Equally -important, it was. during v e s
Reconstruction that the institutional foundations of the modern black
community in the South were laid, including independent black churches
and a growing number of black.landowners, businessmen, clergymen, and
teachers, With the passage of the 14th Amendment, mandating equal rights
for all citizens, and the 15th Amendment, forbidding states to deny the right
to vote because of race, the possibilities for later attacks on discrimination
had been established, i

Reconstruction's fallure also carried long-term negative consequences.
Racism became more deeply embedded in American society. The South's
economy became almost entirely dependent on a single crop, cotton, and
an increasing number of Southerners were reduced to tenant farming., One
“political party, the Democratic party, monopolized political power. Violence
kept immigrants from migrating to the region. The roots of half a century of
southern poverty had been planted, :
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TIMELINE

“THE UNFINISHED REVOLUTION?

Thas timeline highlights events, trends, and themes—and the links between them—
discussed in the epilogue.

1 1865 The Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution abolishes slavery.-

186571875  Freedpeople build churches, schools, and colleges that become the central unifying
institutions of free African-American communities in the South.

1866 The Civil Rights Act grants fre.edpeople citizenship, provides them “full and equal benefits of
all laws,” and empowers federal courts to defend these rights from interference by the states.

1868 The Fourteenth Amendment affirms citizenship and “equal protection under the law”
for ex-slaves and prohibits states fron depriving “any person of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law.”

1870 The Fifteenth Amendment affirms citizens’ right to vote regardless of “race, color, or
previous condition of servitude.”

187071 Congress passes three acts making force or fraud a federal crime when used to prevent:
citizens from voting. The third, the Ku Klux Klan Act, outlaws organizations that employ
disguise and violence to deny others their civil rights.

" 187590 More than 10,000 freedpeople leave the South and migrate to Kansas and other
midwestern states.

18go—1910  Southern states establish most of their Jim Crow” laws segregating schools, transportation,
and other public facilities.

«i 1896 In the case Plessy v. Ferguson, the Supreme Court makes segregation the law of the land
by declaring that “separate but equal” facilities do not violate the equal protection clause
of the Fourteenth Amendment,

African American and white reformers organize the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAA CP). W.E.B. DuBois becomes the editor of the NAACP’s
newspaper, 1he Crisis, which emerges as a leading and militant voice for civil rights.

191470 Several million African Americans leave the rural South and resettle in the urban North
in the largest internal population migration in U.S. history.

191735 African-American writers, artists, and intellectuals centered in New York, rejecting white
values and stereotypes, produce a creative stream of poetry, novels, dance, painting, sculp-
ture, and photography during the period that comes to be called the Harlem Renaissance.

1954 "The Supreme Court in the Brown v, Board of Education case, outlaws school segregation. The

issue had been brought before the court by the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NA A CP), which argues that the Fourteenth Amendment and the’
Reconstruction era civil rights laws make segregation unconstitutional,
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“from southern segregationists.

nearly a century earlier.

nearly a century earlier.

1957 African-American clergy, led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., form the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC). Most of the clergy are drawn from churches that origi-
nated during Reconstruction. In the 1950s and 1960s, the clergy and churches play key
roles in civil rights struggles across the South and confront organized and violent opposition

1960 Students from historic African-American colleges, whose origins go back to Reconstruction,
form the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). Using nonviolent meth-
ods, SNCC activists face police and vigilante violence as they organize sit-ins to
integrate segregated lunch counters and develop voter-registration drives in southern states
where African Americans have been denied the ballot.

1964 The Civil Rights Act of 1964 is passed to enforce the Fourteenth Amendment ratified

1965 The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is passed to enforce the Fifteenth Amendment ratified

Where in the larger context of American
history do we locate Reconstruction? This is
not a question about timelines, but rather
one about the connections between Recon-
struction and:

+ the events that preceded it, most notably slavery

and the Civil War.
« the events that followed it, most significantly

the African-American liberation and civil rights
movements of the twentieth century.

The Civil War and Reconstruction
marked, in the words of historian Eric Foner,
“an unfinished revolution” in American
democracy and race relations. This unfin-
ished revolution began the work of reversing
the ugly legacy of slavery, continued into the
civil rights era, 19557755 and no doubt will
endure into the next century.

Historians have referred to Reconstruction
as “the first civil rights movement” and
to the civil rights movement as the “second
Reconstruction.” There are complicated
links between the two periods which reflect

both the positive and negative heritages of
Reconstruction. After 1877, Reconstruction
gave way to a century of racial segregation,
lynching, and undemocratic rule by one
party (ironically calling itself the Democratic
party) that threatened the rights and lives of
black men and women in the South. The
civil rights struggles of the 19508, 1g60s, and
early 1970s were a democratic, grass-roots
response to the conditions of institutionalized
violence and segregation that followed the
defeat of Reconstruction.

Reconstruction did not and could not stop
the racist tide of the Ku,‘ Klux Klan, the
Democratic party, and their white suprema-
cist allies. But as “the first civil rights move-.
ment,” Reconstruction established the legal
building blocks for the movements of the
1950s and 1960s: thie Thitteenth, Fourteenth,
and Fifteenth Amendmeiits, and the Civil
Rights Acts of 1866va'nd‘i870—71 (the Ku
Klux Klan and Enforcey}}ent Acts). In turn,
when ex-slaves built the schools, colleges,
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and independent churches
so central to the develop-.
ment of a free African-
American community
after the Civil War, they
laid a social foundation
that would support a
“second Reconstruction”
one hundred years later.
The modern civil rights
movement—with nearly
all of its leadership drawn
from black churches and
colleges that trace their
history back to Recon-
struction—would use civil
rights legislation and
amendments drafted after
the Civil War in the nine-
teenth century to win
important victories that
desegregated schools and
extended voting rights in
the twentieth century.
The political, social,
and economic links
besween Reconstruction,
the civil rights movement,
and the present tell us
volumes about the history
of race, democracy, labor,
and migration in the
United States over the last

hundred years. Some of that history is grim,
some of it inspiring, and all of it important

to the future of America.
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Race

By 1877, slavery was
dead, but racism was alive
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and thriving.
Until the Civil War,
the history of racism and

T e e,

slavery ran parallel to one
another. While slavery
existed long before the
first Africans in chains
came to the Western
Hemisphere, it took a very
different form in the
Americas. Europeans had

enslaved other Europeans,
and Africans had enslaved
other Africans. But with
the beginning of the

“THE NORTH GAROLINA RACE WAR.”
Numerous attacks on African-American
communities occurred during the late
. nineteenth century. As this
illustration of the 1898 “race riot” in
Wilmjngton; North Carolina, shows,
many national periodicals expressed little
sympathy toward the black victims of
violence. In a fashion reminiscent of
arguments at the close of Reconstruction,
commentators claimed that the “misrule”
of corrupt black Wilmington officials had -
brought violence upon themselves.
The illustration of gun-toting terrorists
appearing on the cover of Collier’s Weekly
only bolstered popular misconceptions
about black aggression.

. Ditdler, Collier’s Weekly, November 26, 18g8.
- Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress.

transatlantic slave trade

in the fifteenth century,

of one race (whites)
enslaved huge numbers
of another race (Africans).
Unlike most earlier
systems of bondage, the
status of slave passed from
black parent to black.:
child. Slavery and race
became inseparable:
Throughout the 25
year history of slave:

ority and black inferiority. There wa
basis in nature or science for the supe

How did Reconstruction establish the legal
and social foundation for the civil rights
movement of the 1950s and 1960s?

of one race or the inferiority of anothe
the contrary, these racial attitudes-an
were the product of the unequal human.
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" more than two centuries of

power relationships
between slaveholders and
slaves. While it was the
slaveholders who devel-
oped this whole racist
structure, it had a profound
influence on the ideas and
actions of many nonslave-
holding whites as well.
When the Thirteenth
Amendment abolished
slavery, racist attitudes and
behavior, reinforced by

history, did not disappear.
Nevertheless, for a fleeting
but terribly important
moment in American his-

ANTILYNCHING GRUSADER,
Memphis, Tennessee, newspaper
editor Ida B. Wells was in the

forefront of the campaign to stop ) . :
violence against African Americans. In silence and inaction, but

African Americans became
econo-mically dependent,
politically disenfranchised,
socially segregated, and
routinely targeted for acts
of chilling and often
officially approved violence.
From 1890 to 1900, an
average of 175 African
Americans were lynched
each year, many burned or
dismembered beyond identi-
fication. Public officials in
the South did not condemn
lynching and did not punish
those responsible. By their

tory, Reconstruction held
out the possibility for the
creation of new democratic
structures by a coalition of
ex-slaves, poor whites, and
northern Republicans. The
defeat of that Reconstruc-
tion coalition had alarming
repercussions for American
equality, freedom, and

- race relations.

New forms of racism—

different from, yet historically linked to, the
old system of slavery—developed in the
South after Reconstruction. Between 1890
and 1900, the broad outlines of post-Recon-
- struction racism took shape. Denied land,

1892, she revealed the role of
local white businessmen in the

lynching of three black competitors.

She is shown here with Betsy Moss
and her two children, the widow
and orphans of one of the
murdered black businessmen,
Memphis grocer Tom Moss.

A white mob destroyed Wells’s
office and she was forced
to flee north, where her public
lectures and writing brought
lynchings to national attention.

W. T, Griffin, Special Collections,
University of Chicago Library.

more often by highly visible
and vocal encouragement,
southern politicians and
government leaders
endorsed racial violence.

What new forms of racism were

developed in the South afier

Reconstruction?

DISENFRANCHISE —to take away
the right to vote

Lébor, Land,

and Economic Dependence

Legally free, black agficultural workers (and
many poor whites) nonetheless became a

dependent work force of sharecroppers

and tenants laboring under a mountain of

- Were slavery and racism always linked?
What was different about the slavery estab-
lished by Europeans as part of the transat-
lantic trade in the fifieenth century?

debt owed to landlords and local merchants.
Initially, as pointed out in chapter 11,

sharecropping was not a defeat for ex-slaves

but a compromise. During Reconstruction,
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ex-slaves wanted land, independence, and
freedom from cotton or anything else that
suggested the old system of slavery, On the
other hand, ex-masters had every incentive
to keep freedmen landless, dependent, and

" working in the cotton fields. For the old’
planting classes, the key to the profitable cul-
tivation of cotton (or rice or tobacco or
sugar) for world markets was cheap labor.
During Reconstruction, African Americans

“AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL.”
Most late-nineteenth-century trade unions barred
African Americans from membership, but the
strongest labor organization of the era espoused racial
equality. While its southern locals were segregated
by race, the national Knights of Labor included many
black members and occasionally challenged racial
injustice. During the Knights’ 1886 convention in
Richmond, Virginia, the refusal of the integrated
New York delegation to accept segregated accomo-
dations and the prominent role played by
Affican Americans in the proceedings made
national headlines, Here, New York delegate
Frank J. Ferrell is shown introducing Knights leader
Terence V. Powderly to the convention,

Joseph Becker, Frank Lestie's Dlustraled Newspaper, October 16, 1886,
American Social History Project.
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successtully resisted planter schemes to make
them work the old plantations as gang labor
under white supervision. Nevertheless, most
freedpeople remained landless.

The compromise was sharecropping. Ex-
slaves did not own the land, but they were
granted the right to work farms as individual
families. They received a share of the crop,
as did the landlord. Yet even if ex-planters
could not restart a system of gang labor simi-
lar to slavery, they did get something they
wanted: cotton to sell on world markets.

Later, as cotton prices plummeted and
Democrats replaced Republicans in power
throughout the South, the sharecroppers lost
many of their rights
and became caught

Why did sharecropping
in an ever-decpening  work to the disadvantage
cycle of debt and of freedpeople after
dependency. With  Reconstruction?

low cotton prices, ,
croppers received less and less money for*
their shares. Their landlords offered them
credit, but only on the condition that they
grow more cotton. More cotton meant over-
stocked markets, lower prices, and even
more debt.

Democracy

Democratic rights spelled out by the
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments and
the civil rights legislation of the 1860s and
1870s came under intense attack after
Reconstruction,

In the 189os, when indebted white and
black sharecroppers and tenants began
Joining a new radical farmer’s party, the
Populist party, to redress their common
economic grievances, the ruling Democratic




party successfully divided them along racial
lines by establishing Jim Crow laws.

“Jim Crow” was a character from white
theater companies, called minstrel shows,
that ridiculed African-American behavior.
The new laws that denied African Americans
their civil rights, taking away the vote and
establishing a formal system of segregation
in public places (schools, trains, bathrooms,
etc), bore the name of this racist caricature.

The segregation of southern public facili-
ties that resulted from these new laws was
much more developed in urban than rural
areas. Segregation in the cities served to
divide a small but rapidly growing southern
industrial labor force by granting white
workers small privileges denied their black
counterparts.

The use of Jim Crow laws to disenfran-
chise African Americans was a tricky busi-
ness because the Fifteenth Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution guarantees that the
“right of citizens to vote shall not be denied...
on account of race, color, or previous condi-
. tion of servitude,”

Who was Fim Crow? What  Southern states

were Fim. Crow laws?  made a mockery

of the Constitu-
tion by requiring poll taxes and literacy tests
as conditions for voting, and then claiming
that these requirements were color-blind. In
fact, color counted heavily as southern states
used these techniques to disqualify the vast
majority of African-American voters. Poll
taxes and liter,é’c‘y tests were used much more
selectively and infrequently to disenfranchise
poor whites. For seventy-five years, the fed-
eral government refused to intervene to pro-
tect the constitutional rights of African-
American and other disenfranchised voters.

EMANCIPATION DAY 1888. African Americans
continued to celebrate their freedom through the late

nineteenth century. Crepe-paper bunting, American

flags, and Lincoln’s portrait grace the exterior of a
general store as the black citizens of Richmond,
Virginia, commemorate the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation.

#1388, Coak Collection. Valentine Museum, Richmond, Virginia.

JUSTICE OF THE PEAGE. After the collapse of
Reconstruction, some African Americans continued -
to hold local elective positions in the South,
particularly sheriffs and judges. This 1889 engraving
shows a black justice of the peace presiding over

a Jacksonville, Florida, police court.

Matthew Somerville Morgan, Frank Lestie’s Hlustrated Newspaper,
February 23, 188g. General Research Division, The New York Public

Library, Astor, Lenox, and Tilden Foundations.

CARICATURE —a distorted representation

POLL TAXES —taxes to vote
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EXODUSTERS, Bcginnirig'in the rrlidf187os, thousands of African Americans chose to leave the South
in the hope of finding equality on the western frontier. This engraving shows the arrival of “exodusters”
(their name derived from the Bible) in St. Louis, Missouri, en route to Kansas in 1879.

Frank Lestie’s Hlustrated Newspaper, April 1g, 1879, General Research Division, The New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox, and Tilden Foundations.

From 1890 to 1965, U.S. presidents, sena- Migration — SI aﬂ
tors, and congressmen bowed down before a '
powerful bloc of southern Democratic legisla-
tors in the U.S. Congress. These legislators
were products of one party—the party of
white supremacy rule in what came to be
known as “the solid South.” Elected unop-
posed term after term, they created a political
' bloc that wielded

What was “the solid  tremendous power.
South™? VWhy were white  While they never had
southern Democrats able anything approaching

to wield so much power in  a majority in either

the U.S. Congress? house of Congress, they
nonetheless chaired key

Ag Reconstruction came to an end, Henry
Adaps, a freedman and Union Army vetera
from Iquisiana, commented: “This is a h, ’r/ri-
ble part

{ the country. Itis impossible for us

committees and controlled enough votes to
* promote their agenda of segregation, political
disenfranchisement, and white supremacy.

BLOG——a group with a common interest or aim

.
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Article 42

The New View of
Reconstruction

“Whatever you were taught or thought you knew about the post-Civil War era is
probably wrong in the light of recent study

Eric Foner

Eric Foner is Professor of History at
Columbia University and author of.
Nothing but Freedom: Emancipation and
Its Legacy.

In the past twenty years, no period of
American history has been the subject of
a more thoroughgoing reevaluation than
Reconstruction—the violent, dramatic,
and still controversial era following the
Civil War. Race relations, politics, social-
life, and economic change during Recon-
struction have all been reinterpreted in
the light of changed attitudes toward the
place of blacks within American society.
If historians have not yet forged a fully
satisfying portrait of Reconstruction as a

- whole, the traditional interpretation that
dominated historical writing for much of
this century has irrevocably been laid to
rest.

Anyone who attended high school be-
fore 1960 learned that Reconstruction
was an era of unrelieved sordidness in
American political and social life. The

- “martyred Lincoln, according to this view,
had planned a quick and painless read-
mission of the Southern states as equal
members of the national family. Presi-
dent Andrew Johnson, his successor, at-
tempted to carry out Lincoln’s policies
but was foiled by the Radical Republi-
cans (also known as Vindictives or Jac-
obins). Motivated by an irrational hatred
of Rebels or by ties with Northern cap-
italists out to plunder the South, the
Radicals swept aside Johnson’s lenient
program and fastened black supremacy
upon the defeated Confederacy. An orgy
of corruption followed, presided over by
unscrupulous carpetbaggers (Northerners
who ventured south to reap the spoils of

From American Heritage, October/November 1983, pp. 10-15. © 1983 by Forbes,

office), traitorous scalawags (Southern

whites who cooperated with the new

governments for personal gain), and the
ignorant and childlike freedmen, who
were incapable of properly exercising the
political power that had been thrust upon
them. After much needless suffering, the
white community of the South banded
together to overthrow these “black”
governments and restore home rule
(their euphemism for white supremacy).
All told, Reconstruction was just about
the darkest page in the American saga.

Originating in anti-Reconstruction pro-
paganda of Southern Democrats during

~ the 1870s, this traditional interpretation

achieved scholarly legitimacy around the
turn of the century through the work of
William Dunning and his students at
Columbia University. It reached the
Jarger public through films like Birth of a
Nation and Gone With the Wind and that
best-selling work of myth-making mas-
querading as history, The Tragic Era by
Claude G. Bowers..In language as exag-
gerated as it was colorful, Bowers told
how Andrew Johnson “fought the brav-
est battle for constitutional liberty and
for the preservation of our institutions
ever waged by an Executive” but was
overwhelmed by the “poisonous propa-
ganda” of the Radicals. Southern whites,
as a result, “literally were put to the
torture” by “‘emissaries of hate” who
manipulated the “simple-minded” freed-
men, inflaming the negroes’-egotism*
and even inspiring “lustful assaults” by
blacks upon white womanhood.

In a discipline that sometimes seems
to pride itself on the rapid rise and fall of
historical interpretations, this traditional
portrait of Reconstruction enjoyed re-
markable staying power. The long reign
of the old interpretation is not difficult to

Heritage magazine, a division of Forbes, Inc.

Inc. Reprinted by permission of American

explain. It presented a set of easily iden-
tifiable heroes and villains. It enjoyed the
imprimatur of the nation’s leading schol-
ars. And it accorded with the political
and social realities of the first half of this
century. This image of Reconstruction
helped freeze the mind of the white
South in unalterable opposition to any
movement for breaching the ascendancy -
of the Democratic party, eliminating seg-
regation, or readmitting disfranchised
blacks to the vote.

NEVERTHELESS, THE DEMISE OF THE
traditional interpretation was inevitable,
for it ignored the testimony of the central
participant in the drama of Reconstruc-
tion—the black freedman. Furthermore,
it was grounded in the ‘conviction that
blacks were unfit to share in political
power. As Dunning’s Columbia colleague
John W, Burgess put it, “A black skin
means membership in a race of men
which has never of itself succeeded in
subjecting passion to reason, has never,
therefore, created any civilization of any
kind.” Once objective scholarship and
modern experience rendered that as-
sumption untenable, the entire edifice
was bound to fall. '

“The work of “revising” the history of
Reconstruction began with the writings
of a handful of survivors of the era, such
as John R. Lynch, who had served as a
black congressman from Mississippi af-
ter the Civil War. In the 1930s white
scholars like Francis Simkins and Robert
Woody carried the task forward. Then,

. in 1935, the black historian and activist

W.E.B. Du Bois produced Black Recon-

_struction in America, a.monumental

reevaluation that closed with an irrefuta-
ble indictment of a historical profession
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that had sacrificed scholarly objectivity
on the altar of racial bias. “One fact and
one alone,” he wrote, “explains the atti-
tude of most recent writers toward Re-
construction; they cannot conceive of
Negroes as men.” Du Bois’s work, how-
ever, was ignored by most historians. -

It was not until the 1960s that the fuil
force of the revisionist wave broke over
the field. Then, in rapid succession, vir-
tually every assumption of the traditional
viewpoint was systematically dismantled. -
A drastically different portrait emerged
to take its place. President Lincoln did
not have a coherent “plan” for Reconstruc-
tion, but at the time of his assassination he
had been cautiously contemplating black
suffrage. Andrew Johnson was a stub-
born, racist p011t1c1an who lacked the
ability to compromise. By isolating him-
self. from the broad currents of public
opinion that had nourished Lincoln’s ca-
reer, Johnson created an impasse with
Congress that Lincoln would certainly
have avoided, thus throwing away his
political power and destroying his own
plans for reconstructing the South.

The Radicals in Congress were acquit-
ted of both vindictive motives and the
charge of serving as the stalking-horses
of Northern capitalism. They emerged.
instead as idealists in the best nineteenth-
century reform tradition. Radical leaders
like Charles Sumner and Thaddeus Stevens
had worked for the rights of blacks long
before any conceivable political advan-
tage flowed from such a commitment.
Stevens refused to sign the Pennsylvania
Constitution of 1838 because it dis-

- franchised the state’s black citizens;
Sumner led a fight in the 1850s to inte-
graté Boston’s public schools. Their Re-
construction policies were: based on
principle; not- petty political advantage, .
for the central issue dividing Johnson and
these Radical Republicans was the civil

. rights of freedmen. Studies of congres-
sional policy-making, such as Eric L.
McKitrick’s Andrew Johnson and Recon-
struction, also revealed that Reconstruc-
tion legislation, ranging from the Civil
Rights Act of 1866 to the Fourteenth and
Fifteenth Amendments, enjoyed broad
support from moderate and conservative

. Republicans. It was not simply the work

of a narrow radical faction.

. EVEN MORE STARTLING WAS THE REVISED
portrait of Reconstruction in the South
itself. Imbued with the spirit of the civil
rights' movement and rejecting entirely
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the’ racial assumptions that had under-

pinned the traditional interpretation, these
historians evaluated Reconstruction from
the black point of view. Works like Joel
Williamson’s After Slavery portrayed the
period as a time of extraordinary politi-
cal, social, and economic progress for
blacks. The establishment of public school
systems, the granting of equal citizenship
to blacks, the effort to restore the devas-
tated Southern economy, the attempt to
construct an interracial political democ-
racy from the ashes of slavery, all these
were commendable achievements, not
the elements of Bowers’s “tragic era.”

Unlike earlier writers, the revisionists
stressed the active role of the freedmen
in shaping Reconstruction. Black initia-
tive established as many schools as did
Northern religious societies and the
Freedmen’s Bureau. The right to vote
was not simply thrust upon them by
meddling outsiders, since blacks began
agitating for the suffrage as soon as they
were freed. In 1865 black conventions
throughout the South issued eloquent,
though unheeded, appeals for equal civil
and political rights,

With the advent.of Radical Recon-
struction in 1867, the freedmen did enjoy
a real measure of political power. But
black supremacy never existed. In most
states blacks held only a small fraction of
political offices, and even in South Caro-
lina, where they comprised a majority of
the state legislature’s lower house, effec-
tive power remained in white hands. As
for corruption, moral standards in both
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government and private enterprise were
at low ebb throughout the nation in the
postwar years—the era of Boss Tweed,
the Credit Mobilier scandal, and t'"“
Whiskey Ring. Southern corrupt;

could hardly be blamed on former slaves, . -

Other actors in the Reconstruction
drama also came in for reevaluation,
Most carpetbaggers were former Union
soldiers seeking economic opportunity in
the postwar South, not unscrupulous ad-
venturers. Their motives, a typically
American amalgam of humanitarianism.
and the pursuit of profit, were no more
insidious than those of Western pioneers.
Scalawags, previously seen as traitors to
the white race, now emerged as “Old
Line” Whig Unionists who had opposed
secession in the first place or as poor-
whites who had long resented planters’
domination of Southern life and who saw
in Reconstruction a chance to recast
Southern society along more democratic.
lines. Strongholds of Southern white Re-
publicanism like east Tennessee and
western North Carolina had been the
scene of resistance to Confederate rule
throughout the Civil War; now, as one
scalawag newspaper put it, the choice:
was “between salvation at the hand of
the Negro or destruction at the hand of
the rebels.”

At the same time, the Ku Klux KL N

and kindred groups, whose campaign of
violence against black and white Repub-
licans had been minimized or excused in
older writings, were portrayed -as they
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really were. Earlier scholars had con- -

Until recently, Thaddeus
Stevens had been viewed as
motivated by zrmtzonal hatred
of the Rebels &4

 (left). Now he:
has emerged
as _an idealist
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veyed the impression that the Klan intim-

idated blacks mainly by dressing as

ghosts and playing on the freedmen’s
superstitions. In fact, black fears were all
too real: the Klan was a terrorist organi-
zation that beat and killed its political
opponents to deprive blacks of their
newly won rights. The complicity of the
Democratic party and the silence of
prominent whites in the face of such
outrages stood as an.indictment.of the

moral code the South had inherited from

the days of slavery. .
By the end of the 1960s, then the old

* interpretation had been completely .re-

versed. Southern freedmen were the
herces, the “Redeemers” who overthrew
Reconstruction were the villains, and if
the era .was ‘“tragic,” it was because
change did not go far enough. Recon-
struction had been a tiie of real progress

and its failure a lost opportunity for the’
-South and the nation: But the legacy of

Reconstruction—the Foutteenth and Fif-
teenth Amendments—endured to inspire
future efforts for civil rights. As Kenneth
Stampp wrote in The Era of Reconstruc-
tion, -a superb summary of revisionist

* findings published in 1965, “If it was

worth four years of civil war to save the
Union, it was worth a few years of

- fadical reconstruction to give the Ameri-

can Negro.the ultimate promise of equal
civil and political rights.”

As Stampp’s statement suggests, the
reevaluation of the first Reconstruction:
was msplred in large measure by the
impact of the second—the modern civil
rights movemetit: And with the waning
of that movement in recent years, writing
on Reconstruction has undergone still
another transformation. Instead of seeing
the Civil War and its aftermath as a
second American Revolution (as Charles
Beard had), a regression into barbarism

. postwar
corruption
cannot be
blamed on %
former slaves.

(as Bowers argued), or a gélden oppor-
tunity squandered (as the revisionists saw
ity, recent writers argue that Radical

Reconstruction was not really very radi-

cal. Since land was not distributed to the

former slaves, they remained economi-

cally dependent upon their former owners.
The planter class survived both the war
and Reconstruction with its property
(apart from slaves) and prestlge more or
less intact.

~ Not only changing times but also the
changing concerns of historians have
contributed to this latest reassessment of
Reconstruction. The hallmark of the past
decade’s historical writing has been an
emphasis upon ‘“‘social history”—the
evocation of the past lives of ordinary
Americans—and the downplaying of strict-
ly political events. When applied to Re-
construction, this concern with the
*“social” suggested that black suffrage
and officeholding, once seen as the most
radical departures of the Reconstruction
era, were relatively insignificant.

RECENT HISTORIANS HAVE FOCUSED THEIR
investigations not upon the politics of
Reconstruction but upon the social and
economic aspects of the transition from
slavery to freedom. Herbert Gutman’s
influential study of the black family dur-
ing and after slavery found little change
in family structure or relations between
men and women resulting from etnanci-
pation. Under slavery most blacks had
lived in nuclear family units, although
they faced the constant threat of separa-
tion from loved ones by sale. Recon-
struction provided the opportunity for
blacks to solidify their preexisting family
ties. Contlicts over whether black women
should work in the cotton fields (planters
said yes, many black families said no)
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Reconstruction governments were

portrayed as disastrous failures (left)
because elected blacks were, zgnorant
or corrupt. In fact,
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and over white attempts to “appreritice”
black children revealed that the auton-
omy of family life was a major preoc-
cupation of the freedmen. Indeed,
whether manifested in. their withdrawal
from churches coritrolled by whites, in
the blossoming of biack fraternal, benev-
olent, and self-improvement organiza-
tions, or in the demise of the slave
quarters and their replacement by small -
tenant farms occupied by individual fam-
ilies, . the quest for independence from
white authority and control over their
own day-to-day lives shaped the black
response to emancipation.

In the post-Civil War South the surest
guarantee of economic autonomy, blacks
believed, was land. To the freedmen. the
justice of a claim to land based on their
years of unrequited labor appeared self-
evident. As an Alabama black conven- .
tion put it, “The property which they
[the planters] hold was nearly all earned
by the sweat of our brows.” As Leon:
Litwack showed in Been in the Storm So
Long, a Pulitzer Prize-winning account
of the black response to emancipation,
many freedmen in 1865 and 1866 refused
to sign labor contracts, expecting the.
federal government to give them land. In
some localities, as one Alabama overseer
reported, they “‘set up claims to the
plantation and all on it.”

In the end, of course, the vast ma_lonty
of Southern blacks remained property-
less and poor. But exactly why the South,
and especially its black population, suf-
fered from dire poverty and economic
retardation in the deécades following the
Civil War is a matter of much dispute. In
One Kind of Freedom, economists Roger
Ransom and Richard Sutch indicted coun-
try merchants for monopohzmg credit
and charging usurious interest rates,
forcing black tenants into debt and lock-
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ing the South into & dependence on cot-
ton production that impoverished the
entire region. But Jonathan Wiener, . in
his study of postwar Alabama, argued
. that planters used their political power to
compel blacks to remain-on the planta-
tions. Planters succeeded in stabilizing
the plantation system, but only by block-
ing the growth of alternative-enterprises,
like factories, that might draw off"black
laborers; thus locking ‘the ‘region into a
pattern of economic bangafdness;

IF THE THRUST OF RECENT WRITING HAS
emphasized the social and economic as-
pects of Reconstruction, politics has not
been entirely neglected. But political
studies have also reflected thelpo_strevi-
sionist mood summarized by, C. Vann
Woodward when he observed “how es-
sentially nonrevolutionary and conserva-
tive Reconstruction really was.” Recent
writers, unlike their revisionist prede-
cessors, have found little to- praise in
federal policy toward the emancipated
blacks. : S
A new sensitivity to the strength of
prejudice and laissez-faire ideas in the
- nineteenth-century. North has led many
historians to doubt whether the Republi-
can party ever made a’ genuine comumit-
ment to racial justice in the South. ‘The
granting of black suffrage was an alter-
native to-a long-term federal respon-
sibility for protectinig’ the rights of the
former ‘slaves. Once ,enfranchised, blacks
could be left to fend for themselves. With
the: exception of a few Radicals like
_ Thaddeus Stevens, nearly. all Northern
policy-makers and educators are crit-
icized today.for assuming that, so long as
the unfettered operations of the mar-
ketplace afforded blacks the opportunity
to advance through diligent labor, federal
efforts to assist them in acquiring land
were unnecessary. - . - .
Probably the most innovative recent
writing .on. Reconstiuction politics has
centered ori a broad reassessment of
black Republicanism, largely undertaken
by a new generation of black historians.
Scholars like Thomas Holt and Nell
Painter insist that Reconstruction was
not simply a matter of black and white.
Conflicts within the black community, no
less than divisions among whites, shaped
Reconstruction politics. Where revision-
ist scholars, both black and white, bad
celebrated the accomplishments of black
political leaders, Holt, Painter, and
others charge that they failed to address
the economic plight of the black masses.
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Painter criticized ‘‘representative col-
ored men,” as national black leaders
were called, for failing to provide ordi-
nary freedmen with effective political
leadership. Holt found that black of-
ficeholders in South Carolina “mostly
emerged from the old free mulatto class
of Charleston, which shared many as-
sumptions with prominent whites, “‘Ba-
sically bourgeois in their origins and
orientation,” he wrote,. they “failed to
act in the interest of black peasants.”
In emphasizing the persistence from
slavery of divisions between free blacks
and slaves, these writers reflect the in-
creasing concern with continuity and
conservatism in Reconstruction. Their
work reflects a startling extension of
revisionist premises. If, as has been ar-
gued for the past twenty years, blacks

-were active agents rather than mere vic-

tims of manipulation, then they could not
be absolved of blame for the ultimate
failure of Reconstruction. '
Despite the excellence of recent writ-
ing and the continual expansion of our
knowledge of the period, historians. of
Reconstruction today face a unique di-
femma. An old intérprétation has been
overthrown, but a coherent new syn-
thesis has yet to take its place. The
revisionists of the 1960s effectively es-
tablished a series of negative points: the
Reconstruction governments were not as
bad as had been portrayed, black su-
premacy was a myth, the Radicals were
not cynical manipulators of the freed-
men. Yet no convincing overall portrait
of the quality of political and social life
emerged from their writings. More re-
cent historians have rightly pointed to
elements of continuity that spanned the
nineteenth-century Southern experience,
especially the survival, in modified
form, of the plantation system. Nev-
ertheless, by denying the real changes
that did occur, they have failed to pro-
vide a convincing portrait of an era char-
acterized above all by drama, turmoil,
and social change. :
Building upon the findings of the past
twenty years of scholarship, a new por-
trait of Reconsttuction ought to begin by
viewing it not as a specific time period,
bounded by the years 1865 and 1877, but
as an episode in a prolonged historical
process—American society’s adjustment
to the consequences of the Civil War and
emancipation. The Civil War, of course,

raised the decisive questions of Amer-

ica’s national existence: the relations be-

“tween local and national authority, the
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definition of citizenship, the balance be-

tween force and consent in generating

" obedience to authority. The war and Re-
‘construction, as Allan Nevins observes:.,

over fifty years dgo, marked the “emd.,

 gence of modern America.” This was the" . .

era of the completion of the national
railroad network, the creation of the
modern steel industry, the conquest of
the West and final subduing of the In-
dians, and the expansion of the mining
frontier. Lincoln’s America—the world
of the small farm and artisan shop—gave
way. to a rapidly industrializing economy.

“The issues that - galvanized postwar

Northern politics—from the question of

“the greenback currency to.the mode of

paying holders of the national debt—
arose from the economic changes un-
leashed by the Civil War.

Above all, the war irrevocably abol-
ished slavery. Since 1619, when “twenty
negars” disembarked from a Dutch ship
in Virginia, racial injustice had haunted
American life, mocking its professed ide-
als even as tobacco and cotton, the prod-
ucts of slave labor, helped finance the
nation’s economic development. Now
the: implications of the black presence
could no longér be ignored. The Civil
War resolved the problem of slavery but,
as the Philadelphia diarist Sydnps™-
George Fisher observed in June 18653/
opened an even more intractable prob-
lem: “What shall we do with the Ne-
gro?” Indeed, he went on, this was a
problem “incapable of any solution that
will satisfy both North and South.”

As Fisher realized, the focal point of
Reconstruction was the social revolution
known as emancipation. Plantation slav-
ery was simultaneously a system of la-
bor, a form of racial domination, and the
foundation upon which arose a distinc-
tive ruling class ‘within the South. Its
demise threw open the most fundamental
questions of economy, society, and poli-
tics. A new system of labor, social, ra-
cial, and political relations had to be
created to replace slavery.

The United States was not the only
nation to experience emancipation in the
nineteenth century. Neither plantation
slavery nor abolition were unique to the
United States. But Reconstruction was.
In a comparative perspective Radical Re-
construction stands as. a  remarkable ex-
periment, the only effort of a society
experiencing abolition to bring the for:
mer slaves within the umbrella of e
citizenship. Because the Radicals did -
achieve everything they wanted, histo-
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rians have lately tended to play down the
stunning departure represented by black
suffrage and officeholding. Forier slaves,
most fewer than two years removed from
bondage, debated the fundamental ques-
tions of the polity: What is a republican
form of government? Should the state
provide equal education for all? How
could political equality be reconciled
with a society in which property was so
unequally distributed? There was some-
thing inspiring-in the way such men met
the challenge of Reconstruction. “I knew
nothing more than to obey my .master,”
James K. Greene, an Alabama black
politician later recalled. “But the tocsin
-of freedom sounded and knocked at the
door and we walked out like free men
and we miet the exigencies as they grew
up, and shouldered the responsibilities.”

*“YOU NEVER SAW A PEOPLE MORE EX-
cited on the subject of politics than are
the negroes of the south,” one planter
observed in 1867. And there were more
than a few Southern whites as well who
in these years shook off the prejudices of
the past to embrace the vision of a new
South dedicated to the principles of equal
. citizenship and social justice. One ordi-
nary South Carolinian expressed the new
sense of possibility in 1868 to the Repub-
lican governor of*the state: “I am sorry
that T cannot write an elegant stiled letter
to your excellency. But I rejoice to think
that God almighty has given to the poor
of S. C. a Gov. to hear to feel to protect
the humble poor without distinction to
race or color. . . . I am a native borned

S. C. a poor man never owned a Negro in

Some scholars exalted the

motives of the Ku Klix
Klan (left). Actually, its
members were part of
a terrorist orgamzatzon
that beat and killed its
political opponents

to deprive blacks o f
their rights. |

my life nor. my father before me. . . .
Remember the true and loyal are the
poor of the whites and blacks, outside of
these you can find none loyal.”

- Few modern scholars believe the Re-
construction governments established .in
the South in 1867 and 1868 fulfilled the
asplranons ‘of their humible constituents.
Whiile their achievements in such realms
as education, civil rights, and the eco-
nomic rebulldmg of the South are now
widely appreciated, historians today be-
lieve they failed fo affect either the eco-
nomic phght of the, emanc1pated slave or
the ongoing transformation of indepen-
dent white farmers into cotton tenants.
Yet their opponents did percexve the Re-
construction governments in precisely
this way—as representatives of a revolu-
tion that had. put the bottom rail, both
racial and economic, on top. This per-
ception helps explain the ferocity of the
attacks leveled against them and the per-
vasiveness of violence in the posteman-
cipation South.

The spectacle of black men voting and
holding office was anathema to large
numbers of Southern whites. Even more
disturbing, at least in the view of those
who still controlled the plantatxon re-
gions of the South, was the emergence of
local officials, black and white, who
syrpathized with the plight of the black
laborer. Alabama’s vagrancy law was a
“dead letter” in 1870, “because those
who are charged with its enforcement ate
indebted to the vagrant vote. for their
offices and emoluments.” Political de-
bates over the level and incidence of
taxation, the control of crops, and the
resolution of contract disputes revealed
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that a primary issue of Reconstructior

“was the role of government in a planta-

tion society. During presidential Recon-
struction, and after “Redemptlon ” with
planters and their allies in control of
politics, the law émerged as a means of
stabilizing and promoting the plantation
system. If Radical Reconstruction failed
to redistribute the land of the South, the
ouster of the planter class from control of
politics at least ensured that the sanctions
of the criminal law would not be em-
ployed to discipline the black labor force.

AN UNDERSTANDING. OF THIS FUNDA-
mental conflict over the relation between
government and society helps explain the
pervaswe complaints concerning corrup-
tion and “extravagance” during Radical
Reconstruction. Corruption there was
aplenty; tax rates did rise sharply. More
significant than the rate of taxation, how-
ever, was the change in its incidence. For
the first time, planters and white farmers
had to pay a significant portion of their
income to the government, while proper-
tyless blacks often escaped scot-free.
Several states, moreover, enacted heavy
taxes on uncultivated land to discourage
land specitlation and force land onto the
market, benefiting, it was- hoped, the
freedmen.
As time passed, complaints about the
“extravagance” and corruption of South-
ern governments found a-sympathetic
audience among influential Northerners.
The Democratic charge that universal
suffrage in the South was responsible for
high taxes and governmental extrava-
gance coincided with a rising conviction
among the urban middle classes of the
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North that city government had to be
taken out of the hands of the immigrant
poor and returned to the “best men”—
the educited, professional, financially in-
dependent citizens unable to exert much
political influence at a time of mass
parties and maching politics. Increas-
ingly the ‘‘respectable” middle classes
began to retreat from the very notion of
universal suffrage. The ‘poor were no
Jonger~ perceived - as horiest .producers,

the backbone of thé social -order; now.

they became the. “dangerous classes,”

the - “mob.” As the historian Francis -
Parkman put it, too much power rested

with-“masses of iinported ignorance and
hereditary ineptitude.” To Parkman the
Irish of the Northern cities and the
blacks of the South were equally incapa-
ble of utilizing the ballot: “Witness the
municipal corruptions of New York, and
the monstrosities of negro rule in South
Carolina.” Such attitudes helped to jus-
tify Northern inaction as, one by one, the
Reconstruction regimes of the South
were overthrown by political violence.

~ IN THE END, THEN, NEITHER THE ABOLI-

tion of slavery nor Reconstruction suc-
ceeded in resolving the debate over the

"

k2]
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meaning of freedom.in American life.
Twenty years before the American Civil
War, writing about the prospect of aboli-
tion in France’s colonies, Alexis de Toc-
queville had written, “If the Negroes
have. the right to become free, the
[planters] have the incontestable right not

~ to be ruined by the Negroes’ freedom.”

And in the United States, as in nearly

every plantation society that experienced
" the end of slavery, a rigid social and

political dichotomy between former mas-
ter and former slave, an ideology of
racism, and a dependent labor force with
limited economic opportunities ail sur-
vived abolition. Unless one means by
freedom the simple fact of not being a
slave, emancipation thrust blacks into a
kind of no-man’s land, a partial freedom
that made a mockery of the American
ideal of equal citizenship. o
Yet by the same token the ultimate
outcome underscores the uniqueness of
Reconstruction itself. Alone among the
societies that abolished slavery in the
nineteenth century, the United States, for
a_moment, offered the freedmen a mea-
sure of political control over their own
destinies. However brief its sway, Re-
construction allowed scope for a remark-
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able political and social mobilization of
the black community. It opened doors of

opportunity that could never be com- ;™"
pletely closed. Reconstruction trans-.

formed the lives of Southern blacks'in
ways unnieasurable by statistics and un-
reachable by law. It raised their expecta-
tions and aspirations, redefined their
status in relation to the larger society, and
allowed space for the creation of ‘institu-
tions that enabled them to survive the
repression that followed. And-it estab-
lished constitutional - principles of civil
and political equality that, while fla-

~ grantly violated after Redemption, plan-

ted the seeds of future struggle.

Certainly, in terms of the sense of
possibility with which it opened, Recon-
struction failed. But as Du Bois ob-
served, it was a “‘Splendid failure.” For
its animating vision—a society in which
social advancement would be open to all
on the basis of individual merit, not

“inherited caste distinctions—is as old as

America itself and remains relevant to a
nation still grappling with the unresolved
legacy of emancipation.
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. Rémembering Jim Crow
American Radio Works ~'National Public Radio
Part One: 14 minutes

Directions: As you are listening to Remembering Jim Crow, please answer the questions below.
This is an ORAL HISTORY PROJECT —meaning that these are individual, ordinary people who
are sharing their experiences living.in the Jim Crow South with interviewers from Duke |
University.

1. How long did Jim Crow last?

2. What is the background of the term “Jim Crow”?
3. What instructions did Charles’ mother give him?

4. Why did whites allow blacks into town only on Saturdays?

5. “Jim Crow emergés in the 1890s.” WHY?
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6. - A sign that read: “Negroes to the rear” really meant:

8 7 ProfessorGlenda Gﬂmore of Yale University defines Jim Crow as:

‘a‘political movement?

R
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way had to be found to disenfranchise blacks without

risking . . : 7

What consensus did whites reach?

What did they do as a result?

10. What is the example of the literacy test they describe?
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11 According to Maurice Lupus What kmds of work opportumtles did blacks have?

Y i
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12. Why dldt Glen Conrad “best descnbes the srcuatlon of African Amencans dunng '
‘the Jim Crow eraas being comparable to serfs.” Why?

13. What was the system of Sharecropping like éccordjng to the descriptions given?

14. How did they describe}lynchings in the South?
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4 Major Problems in American History

1. African Americans Talk About Their Personal
Experiences of Newfound Freedom, c. Hmam.

FELIX HAYWOOD From San >=.359 Texas. Born in Raleigh,
North Carolina. Age at Interview: 88 =

The end of the war, it come just like that—Ilike you snap your fingers. . . . How did
we know it! Hallelujah broke out—

Abe Lincoln freed the nigger
With the gun and the trigger;

And I ain’t going to get whipped amny more.
I got my ticket, ’

Leaving the thicket,
And I’m a-heading for the Golden Shore!

Soldiers, all of a sudden, was everywhere—coming in bunches, crossing and
walking and riding. Everyone was a-singing. We was all walking on golden: clouds.
Hallelujah! . .

i

Union forever,

Hurrah, boys, hurrah!
Although I may be poor,

I'll never be a slave— o
Shouting the battle cry of freedom.

Everybody went wild. We felt like heroes, and nobody had made us .Emﬁ way
but ourselves. We was free. Just like that, we was free. It didn’t seem to make the .
whites mad, either. They went right on giving us food just the same. Nobody took
our homes away, but right off colored folks started on the move. They seemed to.
want to get closer to freedom, so they’d know what it SwmILwG. it was a place or a
city. Me and my father stuck, stuck close as a lean tick to a sick kitten. The Gudlows
started us out on a ranch. My father, he’d round up cattle—unbranded cattle—for
the whites. They was cattle that they belonged to, all right; they had gone to find
water ’long the San Antonio River and the Guadalupe. Then the whites gave me
_and my father some cattle for our ows. My father had his own brand—7 B)-—and
we had a herd to start out with of seventy. o
' We knowed freedom was on us, but we didn’t know what was to come SHE. it.
We thought we was going to get rich like the white folks. We thought we was going
to be richer than the white folks, *cause we was stronger and knowed how to éoam,
and the whites didn’t, and they didn’t have us to work for them any more. But it
didn’t turn out that way. We soon found out that freedom could make folks @BEH
but it didn’t make *em rich. :

B. A. Botkin, ed., Lay My Burden Down: A Folk History of Slavery (Chicago: Unjversity of Chicago

Press, 1945), pp. ¢~ 70, 223224, 241-242, 246-247. Copyright 1945 by B. A. Botkin. Reprinted by

permission of Cm - --own, Ltd.
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Did you ever stop to think that thinking don’t do any good when you do it too
late? Well, that’s how it was with us. If every mother’s son of a black had thrown
way his hoe and took up a gun to fight for his own freedom along with the Yankees,
the war’d been over before it began. But we didn’t do it. We couldn’t help stick to

* our masters. We couldn’t no more shoot *em than we could fly. My father and me

used to talk ’bout it. We decided we was too soft and freedom wasn’t going to be
much to our good even if we had a education.

WARREN ?HOHWHZZMN From Hazen, Arkansas. Born in South Carolina.

Ageat Interview: 85.

I was bomn in Edgefield County, South Carolina. I am eighty-five years old. I was
born a slave of George Strauter. I remembers hearing them say, “Thank God, I's free

"as a jay bird.” My ma was a slave in the field. I was eleven years old when freedom |

was declared. When I was little, Mr. Strauter whipped my ma. It hurt me bad as it
did ber. I hated him. She was crying. I chunked him with rocks. He run after me, but
he didn’t catch me. There was twenty-five or thirty hands that worked in the field.

- They raised wheat, corn, oats, barley, .N:a cotton. All the children that couldn’t work

stayed at one house. Aunt Mat kept the babies and small children that couldn’t go
to the field. He had a gin and a shop. The shop was at the fork of the roads. When
the war come on, my papa went to build forts. He quit Ma and took another
woman. When the war close, Ma took her four children, bundled ’em up and went
to Augusta. The government give out rations there. My ma washed and ironed.
People died in piles. I don’t know till yet what was the matter. They said it was the r~
change of living. I seen five or six wooden, painted coffins piled up on wagons pass
by our house. Loads passed every day like you see cotton pass here. Some said it
was cholera and some took consumption. Lots of the colored people nearly

~ starved. Not much to get to do and not much houseroom. Several families had to

live in one house. Lots of the colored folks went up North and froze to death. They
couldn’t stand the cold. They wrote back about them dying. No, they never sent
them back. I heard some sent for money to come back. I heard plenty "bout the Ku
Klux. They scared the folks to death. People left Augusta in droves. About a thou-
sand would all meet and walk going to hunt work and new homes. Some of them

" died. I had a sister and brother lost that way. I had another sister come to Louisiana

that way. She wrote back. ;

Idon’t think the colored folks looked for a share of land. They never got nothing
’cause the white folks didn’t have nothing but barren hills left. About all the mules
was wore out hauling provisions in the army. Some folks say they ought to done
more for the colored folks when they left, but they say they was broke. Freeing all the
slaves left “em broke. ) .

That reconstruction was a mighty hard pull. Me and Ma couldn’t live. A man
paid our ways to.Carlisle, Arkansas, and we come. We started working for Mr.

" Emenson. He had a big store, teams, and land. We liked it fine, and I been here

fifty-six years now. There was so much wild game, living was 1ot so hard. If a fellow
could get a little bread and a place to stay, he was all right. After I coma to this state,

-Ivoted some. I have farmed and worked at odd jobs. I farmed mostl: ,._./..,, went back

<
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to her old master. He persuaded her to oowbw back home. Me and her went back and
run a farm four or five years before she died. Then I come back here.

LEE GUIDON, From South Carolina. Born in South Carolina.
Age at Interview: 89. : :

Yes, ma’am, I sure was in the Civil War. I plowed all day, and me and my sister
helped take care of the baby at night. It would cry, and me bumping it [in a
straight chair, rocking]. Time I git it to the bed where its mama was, it wake up
and start crying all over again. I be so sleepy. It was a puny sort of baby. Its papa
was off at war. . .. .

After freedom a heap of people say they was going to name theirselves over.
They named theirselves big names, then went roaming round like wild, hunting
cities. They changed up so it was hard to tell who or where anybody was. Heap of
*em died, and you didn’t know when you hear about it if he was your folks hardly.
Some of the names was Abraham, and some called theirselves Lincum. Any big
name ’cepting their master’s name. It was the fashion. I heard ’em talking ’bout it
one evening, and my pa say, “Fine folks raise us and we gonna hold to our own
names.” That settled it with all of us. .

I reckon I do know “bout the Ku Kluck. I knowed a man named Alfred Owens.
He seemed all right, but he was a Republican. He said he was not afraid. He run

" a tanyard and kept a heap of guns in a big room. They all loaded. He married a
Southern woman. Her husband either died or'was killed. She had a son living with
them. The Ku Kluck was called Upper League. They get this boy to unload all the
guns. Then the white men went there. The white man give up and said, “T ain’t got
no gun to defend myself with. The guns all unloaded, and I ain’t got no powder and
shot”” But the Ku Kluck shot in the houses and shot him.up like lacework. He sold
fine harness, saddles, bridles—all sorts of leather things. The Ku Kluck sure run
them outen their country. They say they not going to have them round, and they
sure run them out, back where they came from. . . . ,

For them what stayed on like they were, Reconstruction times ’bout like times
before that *cepting the Yankee stole out and tore up a scandalous heap. They tell
the black folks to do something, and then come white folks you live with and say
Ku Kluck whup you. They say leave, and white folks say better not listen to them
old Yankees. They’ll git you too far off to come back, and you freeze. They done
give you all the use they got for you. How they do? All soxts of ways. Some stayed at
their cabins glad to have one to live in and farmed on. Some running round begging,
some hunting work for money, and nobody had no money ’cepting the Yankees,
and they had no homes or land and mighty little work fer you to do. No work to
live on. Some going every day to the city. That winter I heard "bout them starving
and freezing by the wagon loads. .

I never heard nothing “bout voting till freedom. I don’t think I ever voted till 1
come to Mississippi. I votes Republican. That’s the party of my color, and I stick to
them as long as they do right. I don’t dabble in white folks’ business, and that white
folks’ voting is their business. If I vote, I go do it and go on home. . -

‘When I ed most, I had six head mules and five head horses. I rented 140

acres of land. 1 bought this house and some other land about. The anthrax killed -

nearly all my horses and mules. I got one big fine mule yet. Its mace died. I lost
my house. My son give me one room, and he paying the debt off now. It’s hard
for colored folks to keep anything. Somebody gets it from ’em if they don’t
mind. . ‘

The present times is hard. Timber is scarce. Game is about all gone. Prices
higher. Old folks cannot work. Times is hard for younger folks too. They go to
town too much and go to-shows. They going to a tent show now. Circus coming, they
say. They spending too much money for foolishness. It’s a fast time. Folks too rest-
less. Some of the colored folks work hard as folks ever did. They spends too much.
Some folks is lazy. Always been that way.

I'signed up to the government, but they ain’t give me nothing ’cepting powdered
milk and rice what wasn’t fit to eat. It cracked up and had black something in it. A
lady said she would give me some shirts that was her husband’s. I went to get them,
but she wasn’t home. These heavy shirts give me heat. They won’t give me the pen-
sion, and I don’t know why. It would help me buy my salts and pills and the other

‘medicines like Swamp Root. They won’t give it to me.

TOBY J OZ@Mv From Madisonville, Texas. Born in South Carolina.
Age at Interview: 87.

I worked for Massa ’bout four years after freedom, ’cause he forced me to, said he
couldn’t *ford to let me go. His place was near ruint, the fences burnt, and the
house would have been, but it was-rock. There was a battle fought near his place,
and I taken Missy to a hideout in the mountains to where her father was, wom:__.@w

* there was bullets flying everywhere. When the war was over, Massa come home

and says, “You son of a gun, you’s supposed to be free, but you ain’t, *cause I ain’t
gwine give you freedom.” So I goes on working for him till I gits the chance to steal
a hoss b.o,B him. The woman I wanted to marry, Govie, she ’éides to come to Texas
with me. Me and Govie, we rides that hoss *most a hundred miles, then we turned
him a-loose and give him a scare back to his house, and come on foot the rest the
way to Texas: 4 ’

- All we had to eat was what we could beg, and sometimes we went three days
without a bite to eat. Sometimes we’d pick a few berries. When we got cold we’d
crawl in a brushpile and hug up close together to keep warm. Once in awhile we’d
come to a farmhouse, and the man let us sleep on cottonseed in his barn, but they
was far and few between, ’cause they wasn’t many houses in the country them days
like now. -

-- When we gits to Texas, we gits married, but all they was to our wedding am we
just "grees to live together as'man and wife. I settled on some land, and we cut
some trees and split them open and stood them on end with the tops together for
our house. Then we deadened some trees, and the land was ready to farm. There
was some wild cattle and hogs, and that’s the way we got our start, caught some of
them and tamed them. .

I don’t know as I’spected nothing from freedom, but they turned us out like a
bunch of stray dogs, no homes, no clothing, no nothing, not *nough food to last us
one meal. After we settles on that place, I never seed man or wo |, "cept Govie,
for six years, *cause it was a long ways to anywhere. All we has  !sarm with was



Iau\qh-!tr%mu,se_ Cases (18 bq)

On the face of it, the S‘laughfez house C'ases had nothing fo de W1th the rights

mg the monopoly, though reports were rampant that carpetbagger lawnmkegg (}'\,EMQ)
been bribed. Whatever the machinatidns behind it, the official lmonopoly Qecret-

pted a lawsuit by rival slziughterhouses that claimed a thousand butchers had F b‘k '
deprived of their natural right to earn a living~and thus of theirrprivileges L

noes aof the amendment

. s

All pCISOHS born or naturalized in the United Statés, and subject to-the jiris-
_ d1ct10n thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they
o remde No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privi-
1eges or 1mmun1tles of citizens of the United States .

Mﬂler "ose to break the two sentences apart and not read them in the sequence in
which they were put down. The first sentence, he said, was written to establish
beyond questlon the citizenship of Affican Americans, Buthe did not interpret the
sedond sentence to mean that no state could interfere with the basic rights of all
Amerlcan citizens. Instead, he read it restrictively. The second sentence, Miller
' ghidywas more important in the case at hand; for in it “the distinction betiween citi-
zensh1p of the United States and the citizenship of a State is clearly recognized
and estabhshed . It is quite clear, th‘ T ) f@f the Umted
a2 cmzensmp of a State W ) g

o ’to~four majouty of the Supreme "Court-was congerne
purpose of the Fourteenth Amendment . . . to transfer the secunty and protecuon

ofs . . civil rights . . from the states to the federal government

.hcensmg of slaughterhouses in L0u1s1ana was declared 10 Have- nothmg to do with -
<. men’s rlghts under the Fourteenth Amendment. Whether the license had been .
| rightly or wrongly granted was up to the courts of Louisjana to determme

So the federal-state pendulum was given a sharp shove from Washington

back toward the components of the Union. The federal government had not beeri
handed a passkey to bargé in on the states’ authority to manage “those fundamen-
tal civil rights for the secunty and estabhshrnent of which organized society is
. mstituted ?

Klugw A clmrd Srmp(c\iuﬁhcc l\levo Yorlc,

andem-House, Tne 20b% ( pp- 55-*5(0) :



United Stodes V. Cruikshaude. ( 1875)
In a companion case, Wa1te doubled :the strength of the Coust’s blow. A
riotous group of about 100 whltes had broken up a political rally of blacks jin
Louisiana, and two of them were indicted under the federal acts enforcing the Fif-
teenth Amendment. The case, titled United States v. Cruikshank, involved rlgbts .
thought to have been gnnted blacks under both the Fourteenth and Flfteenth
amendments. Not so, said the Court. Invoking its ruling in Reese, it held that “the
right of suffrage is not a necessary attribute of national c1t1zensh1p and that con-
viction of the Louisiana riotexs could not be upheld because the indictment agairist
them failed to charge that the rioters had harassed the blacks because ofytheir tage.
So rauch for the Fifteenth Amendment. As to the Fourteenth Amendment, Ch1ef
Justice Waite agreed that it did indeed prohibit any state from depriving a cmzqn
of life, liberty, pnvﬂeges, and immunities, due process of law, and equal prote¢-
tion-ofth ¢ adds nothmg to the rights of one citizen against anothe.
Its a1 9% sachment'by thetates

uponn,;w» fandamental Fights-Which belong to every o izen as a member of soci-
ety.” In other words, a state wag-notalloweditodeny any citizen within.its jurisdie- - -
tion equal protection of its laws, but a mob that broke up the meeting of black
voters was not the state. It was a group of private individials, and what they did
was Dot “state action.” And only state action—that is, action by the state itself in
the form of a law or in the person of a public official—was covered by the Four-
teenth Amendment In short, it was not the federal govemment s business if a state
~ failed. to prevent a mob fromi interfering with an African American crroup stight to
assembie peaceably - - :
Here were two cases almost custom-tailored for adJud1cat10n under the great
new C1v11 War amendments and their suppomng legislation. Two states had
‘ defaulted in their obligations to protect the rights of their citizens, and the highest
court of the’ federal government was asked to correct the obvious error. Yet the '
Court dechned and offered rulings that were, at best, examples of Judmal hair-
phttmg The Reese and Cruikshank decisions of 1875 were to prove just the t1p of ’
a dlstmctly jagged Lceberg

}/\luger fAi chwd glmptf‘_\!us‘hc-e, nNew York_
“Pardem Hous e, Tnc. Zo-O'-)L |
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Vocabulary »

affirm To agree or support, as when a high-
er court agrees with the earlier decision of
a lower court.

“Jim Crow” laws State laws introduced in
the South after reconstruction to give offi-
cial support to segregation.

Reviewing the Case

On June 7, 1892, Homer Plessy purchased a
first-class ticket for a train of the East Louisi-
ana Railway, traveling from New Orleans to
Covington, Louisiana. Plessy was of mixed
Caucasian and African descent, having had
one black great-grandparent. Although
Plessy looked white, he was considered black
under state law. Plessy took a seatin a car re-
served exclusively for white passengers but
was told by the conductor that he would have
to move to the car for African Americans.
Plessy refused to move. The conductor then
called local police, who removed Plessy from
the train and put him in jail.

Plessy’s arrest and imprisonment were
based on an 1890 act of the Louisiana legisla-
ture. The law required separate railroad cars
for “the white and colored races.” It said that

f

all railway companies carrying passengers in .

Louisiana must provide “equal but separate
accommodations” for the different races, ei-
ther by having at least two cars on the train
or by dividing a single car with a partition.

No one was to be allowed to occupy a coach
other than the one assigned to him or her by
train officials. Any passenger who insisted on
going into the wrong coach or compartment
could be fined $25 or put in jail for up to
twenty days.

Plessy pleaded not guilty to the charges
against him but was convicted. He appealed
to the state supreme court on the grounds
that the law was unconstitutional because it
conflicted with both the Thirteenth and Four-
teenth Amendments. The state supreme
court, however, affirmed the decision of the

‘trial court. Plessy then asked the U. 8. Su-
preme Court to review the case. The issue be-

HISTORIC SUPREME COURT DECISIONS 8 0
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Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)

fore the Court: Does the Louisiana statute
establishing separate railroad cars or sec-
tions for black and white passengers violate
the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments
and exceed the lawful police powers of the
state? :

The Supreme Court ruled by a 7-1 vote to
affirm the decisions of the lower courts
against Plessy. Justice Henry Brown wrote
the majority opinion. The only dissenting
vote was Justice John Marshall Harlan, who
often voted to uphold black civil rights in
cases of this era. (Harlan was the grand-
father of Justice John Marshall Harlan who
served on the Court from 1955 to 1971.) One
justice did not hear the case or participate in
the decision.

In the majority opinion, the Court ruled
that the Thirteenth Amendment (which was
not the main point of Plessy’s case) did not
apply because the restriction on seating in no
way established any condition of “involun-
tary servitude.” More importantly, the Court
ruled that the Louisiana law did not violate
the Fourteenth Amendment because it did
not restrict blacks any differently from
whites. Each race merely had to use its as-
signed, separate accommodations oh the rail- -
ways. The justices also believed that states
had the right and power to follow established
social customs and traditions in restricting
the mixing of the races in transportation,
schools, and other situations.

Justice Brown, referring to the Fourteenth
Amendment, wrote for the majority:

The object of the Amendment was un-
doubtedly to enforce the absolute equality
of the two races before the law, but in the
nature of things it could not have been in-
tended to abolish distinctions based upon
color, or to enforce social, as distinguished
from political, equality, or a commingling
[mixing] of the two races upon terms un-
satisfactory to either. Laws permitting and
even requiring their separation in places
where they are liable to be brought into
contact do not necessarily imply the inferi-

Supreme Court Decision 12



ority of either race to the other, and have
been generally, if not universally, recog-
nized as within the competency of the state
legislatures in the exercise of their police
power. :

Justice John Marshall Harlan, however,
saw the intent of the Fourteenth Amendment
differently. He wrote in his eloquent dissent-
ing opinion:

... in view of the Constitution, in the eye of
the law, there is in this country no superi-
or, dominant, ruling class of citizens. There
is no caste here. Our Constitution is col-
“or-blind, and neither knows nor tolerates
classes among citizens. In respect of civil
rights, all citizens are equal before the law.
... The law regards man as man, and
takes no account of his surroundings or of
his color when his civil rights as guaran-
teed by the supreme law of the land are in-
volved.

The effects of the Plessy decision were
far-reaching. It firmly established the doc-
trine of “separate but equal” as.the law of the
land. It legitimized the segregation begun un-
der the southern “Jim Crow” laws and ex-
tended the legality of those laws nationwide.

“Separate but equal” remained an accepted

HISTORIC SUPREME COURT DECISIONS
©McDougal Littell. All rights reserved,

principle for some 50 years, until the civil
rights movement gained strength in the
1950’s and 1960’s. When it was finally over-
turned in 1954 (Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion), the Court referred to this decision and
to Justice Harlan’s powerful dissent in which

“he said:

The arbitrary separation of citizens, on the
basis of race, while they are on a public
highway [the railroad], is a badge of servi-
tude wholly inconsistent with the civil free-
dom and the equality before the law
established by the Constitution. It cannot
be justified upon any legal grounds.

If evils result from the commingling of
the two races upon public highways estab-
lished for the benefit of all, they will be infi-
nitely less than those that will surely come
from state legislation regulating the enjoy-
ment of civil rights upon the basis of race.
We boast of the freedom enjoyed by our
people above all other peoples. But it is dif-
ficult to reconcile that boast with a state of
the law which, practically, puts the brand
of servitude and degradation upon a large
class.of our fellow citizens, our equals be-

fore the law. The thin disguise of “equal”

accommodations for passengers in railroad
coaches will not mislead anyone, or atone
for the wrong this day done.

81 : Supreme Court Decision 12




Name ' Date

Plessy v. Fergwsoﬁ (1896)

Elements of the Case

Directions: Fill in the appropriate information for each of the follow
ing elements of this case. -

1, State the issue before the Supreme Court in this case.

9. What facts of the ca's‘e were presented to the Court? ‘

3. What was the decision of the Court? What was the rationale behind it?

4. What was the effect of the decision?

HISTORIC SUPREME COURT DECISIONS 8 2 )
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1965 ALABAMA LITERACY TEST QUESTIONS ) ANSWERS

Text courtesy Kids Voting USA.

1, Which of the following is a right guaranteed by the Bill of Rights?
Public Education
Employment
Trial by Jury
vVoting

2. The federal census of population is taken every five years.
True False

3. If a person is indicted for a crime, name two rights which he has.

4. A U.S. senator elected at the general election in November takes
office the following year on what date?

5. A President elected at the general election in November takes office
the following year on what date?

6. Which definition applies to the word "amendment?"
Proposed change, as in a Constitution
Make of peace between nationals at war
A part of the government

7. A person appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court is appointed for a term
of .

8. When the Constitution was approved by the original colonies, how many
states had to ratify it in order for it to be in effect?

9, Does enumeration affect the income tax levied on citizens in various
states?

10. A person opposed to swearing in an oath may say, instead: I
(solemnly)

11. To serve as President of the United States, a person must have
attained:

25 years of age

35 years of age

40 years of age

45 years of age

12. Wwhat words are required by law to be on all coins and paper currency
of the U.S.?

13. The Supreme Court is the chief lawmaking body of the state.
True False

14, If a law passed by a state is contrary to provisions of the U.S.

6/21/10 11:26 AM
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Constitution, which law prevails?

15, If a vacancy occurs in the U.S. Senate, the state must hold an
election, but meanwhile the place may be filled by a temporary
appointment made by ‘ :

16. A U.S. senator is elected for a term of years.

17. Appropriation of money for the armed services can be only for a
period limited to years.

18. The chief executive and the administrative offices make up the
branch of government.

19. Who passes laws dealing with piracy?

20. The number of representatives which a state is entitled to have in
the House of Representatives is based on

21. The Constitution protects an individual against punishments which are
and .

22. When a jury has heard and rendered a verdict in a case, and the
judgment on the verdict has become final, the defendant cannot again be
brought to trial for the same cause.

True False

23. Name two levels of government which can levy taxes:

24, Communism is the type of government in: U.s.
Russia
England

25. Cases tried before a court of law are two types, civil and

26. By a majority vote of the members of Congress, the Congress can
change provisions of the Constitution of the U.S.
True False :

27. For security, each state has a right to form a

28. The electoral vote for President is counted in the presence of two
bodies. Name them:

29. If no candidate for President receives a majority of the electoral
vote, who decides who will become President?

30. Of the original 13 states, the one with the largest representation in
the first Congress was

31. Of which branch of government is the Speaker of the House a part?
Executive
Legislative
Judicial

32. Capital punishment is the giving of a death sentence.

6/21/10 11:26 AM
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True False

33. In case the President is unable to perform the duties of his office,
who assumes them?

34, "Involuntary servitude" is permitted in the U.S. upon conviction of a

True False

35, If a state is a party to a case, the Constltutlon provides that
original jurisdiction shall be in

36. Congress passes laws regulating cases which are included in those
over which the U.S. Supreme Court has
jurisdiction.

37. Which of the following is a right guaranteed by the Bill of Rights of
the U.S. Constitution.

Public: Housing

Education

Voting

Trial by Jury

38. The Legislatures of the states decide how presidential electors may
be chosen.
True False

39, If it were proposed to join Alabama and Mississippi to form one
state, what groups would have to vote approval in order for this to be
done?

40. The Vice President presides over

41. The Constitution limits the size of the District of Columbia to

42. The only laws which can be passed to apply to an area in a federal
arsenal are those passed by
provided consent for the purchase of the land is given by the

43. In which document or writing is the "Bill of Rights" found?

44. Of which branch of government is a Supreme Court justice a part?
Executive
Legislative
Judicial

45. If no person receives a majority of the electoral votes, the Vice
President is chosen by the
Senate. True False

46. Name two things which the states are forbidden to do by the U.S.
Constitution.

47. If election of the President becomes the duty of the U.S. House of
Representatives and it fails to act, who becomes President and when?
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48, How many votes must a person receive in order to become President if
the election is decided by the U.S, House of Representatives?

49. How many states were required to approve the original Constitution in
order for it to be in effect?

50. Check the offenses which, if you are convicted of them, disqualify
you for voting:
Murder
Issuing worthless checks
Petty larceny
Manufacturing whiskey

51. The Congress decides in what manner states elect presidential

electors.
True False

52, Name two of the purposes of the U.S. Constitﬁtion.

53. Congress is composed of

54. All legislative powers granted in the U.S. Constitution may legally
be used only by

55. The population census is required to be made very years.

56. Impeachments of U.S. officials are tried by

57. If an effort to impeach the President of the U.S. is made, who
presides at the trial?

58. On the impeachment of the chief justice of the Supreme Court of the
U.S., who tries the case?

59, Money is coined by order of:
U.S. Congress
The President's Cabinet

state Legislatures

60. Persons elected to cast a state's vote for U.S. President and Vice
President are called presidential

61. Name one power which is exclusively legislative and is mentioned in
one of the parts of the U.S. Constitution
above .

62. If a person flees from justice into another state, who has authority
to ask for his return?

63. Whose duty is it to keep Congress informed of the state of the union?

64, If the two houses of Congress cannot agree on adjournment, who sets
the time?

6/21/10 11:26 AM
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65. When presidential electors meet to cast ballots for President, must
all electors in a state vote for the same person for President or can
they vote for different persons if they so choose?

66. After the presidential electors have voted, to whom do they send the
count of their votes? _ ’ , :

67. The power to declare war is vested in

68. Any power and rights not given to the U.S. or prohibited to the
states by the U.S. Constitution are specified as belonging to whom?

see the answers=»
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